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_M I.U uave been bannie 
presentiment of deatb so oftei 
persons destined prematurely to t 
applied berself earlier and more 
for tbat very reason, perbaps, t 
oiberwise would bave done, to i 
little dangbter's cbaracter, and . 
nto ber mind sucb steady princ 
irtne as wonid enable ber to pasi 
irongb tbe dangers of tbe wo 
s sbe fancied sbe foresaw) Marie 
ive to enter it ai last nnprotected 
esence of a motber. Witb a 
turally precocious, and a beart o 
7 to tbe inspirations of piety, M 
belle responded fully to tbese i 
18, prématuré as at fi»'*^ * 
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witb nll ihat is brîght and beautiful in 
tbe estimation of cbildbood, and leading 
tbem tbus gradually to feel Ibat tbe "yoke 
is sweet and tbe burden ligbt/' wbicb for 
Cbrist's dear sake, and for tbeir own, sbe 
invites tbem to lay upon tbeir sboulders. 

In tbe first périod of ber life, as a wife 
and as a motber, witb ail tbe cares and 
responsibilities of a great bousebold, and 
an immense estate imposed npon ber, sbe 
fully realized tbe portrait wbicb tbe wisest 
of men bas left us, as bis idea of a wise 
woman, one wbo "eats not ber bread in 
idleness," but wbo batb ** put ber band 
to strong tbings/' wbo "bas opened ber 
moutb to wisdpm, and wbo bas bad tbe 
law of clemency on ber tongue ;" wbo bas 
**stretcbed out ber band to tbe needy;*' 
wbosebusbandbas **praised,"and "wbose 
cbildren bave called ber blessed ;*' in tbe 
second, sbe just as faitb fully reproduced 
St. Paul's définition of a Cbristian widow: 
**a widow indeed, one wbose good works 
make testimony of ber life,*' and wbo, 
like tbe bumble violet, to foUow tU^ ^'^'^^eis. 
fancy of St. Francis de^ ^î;î^^^, ^^^s^s^sx^j ^'^'^ 
at the foot o£ tUe cyo^^Av^^^^^^;^^^^ 
from ail, and onAy kxiON«îix \ilà >^^^ 
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ladîes of gentle birih and breeding, pre- 
Bided, smilingly, over duels in whicb ibeir 
frieuds and relatives slangbtered eacb 
otber in cold blood for ibe sake of an idle 
Word, or, in defence, perbaps, of a repnta* 
tion Bullied ulready, if not rnined alto- 
getber. 

Into Society tbns constituted, and com- 
posed of sucb materials, Marie de Kabelle 
entered at tbe âge of fourteen, or less, 
a period wben most girls are still in ibe 
nursery, witbout tbe safegaard of a 
motber's counsels, and witb noibing but 
tbe buckler of an unconscious innocence 
before wbicb vice itself grew sileut and 
asbamedy to gaard ber from contagion ; 
and sbe witbdrew from it on ber marriage, 
not only witbout tbe imputation of a ligbt 
Word or tbougbtless action resting on ber 
conduct, but witb a cbaracter for true 
sanctity, wbicb commanded an ever in- 
creasing vénération on tbe part of ail, wbo, 
wbetber or not, they practised virtue in 
tbeir own persons, bad tbe grâce, at ail 
events, to bonour it in otbers. 

It may be useful io ^wv.'^^ V^'^^ x'^K^ 
while, and to note ïxioxe '^^'^'^^^?^^^^ 






w xn me liigh places of the wo 
lÎDgle in its follies ; or in otbei 
:.ringent words, to touch pitcb 
a the first place, she made it the 
fe from childhood, that God's 
lould ever o ver-ride her owu, ho 
If ready to curb, restrain, oreutii 
n any pursuit or amasemei 
smeà incompatible with tbis rei: 
) next, she sought by diligent 
it prayer, to learn His will 
ard, and having once discovere 
lesitatingly obeyed it. As s 
)r, while coarteoas and consic 
she was carefal to ally h( 
idship to none save those ^ 
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was Blavîsli to a degree we can liardiy 
realise in ibese days, to treat kings and 
great princesses, wberevei* tlie iuterests 
of religion required: it, with the noble 
simplicity of one wbose eye ever fixed on 
God alone, cared nongbt for tbe applause 
of men. 

By tbese rules, carefully conceived and 
diligently carried out, sbe contrived to 
preseiTe ber soal nnsullied in tbe midst 
of tbe world witb wbicb by tbe very 
nature of ber vocation, sbe was compelled, 
more or less, to eommunieate even on ber 
deatb-bed; and by tbese same raies sbe 
was enabled to move steadily onwards from 
tbe perfection of one state to tbe perfec- 
tion of anotber more perfect still, until 
tbe fuU measure of ber appointed sanctity 
being filled np, deatb came and took ber to 
tbose everlasting portais, wbicb, readily as 
tbey unelose to ail good Cbristians, may 
be said to fly open of their own accord to 
tbose who, like ber, bave deserved, by 
tbeir great deeds of ebarity done on eartb, 
to bear in a more especial ma.uxî^^H- <ks^^ 
dictum of tbeiï à\V\wçi\A<^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 4«j 
was hungry, «luSl ^oM^oS^e^^"^'^]'» ^^^^ 
and you coveied Ue-, i>. ^Xx^^^^^-» 



- ^x vue world." 
But to return to the bistoi 
îbildhood. Madame de Eubelle' 
iments proved correct, and 1 
langliter was ouly nine years of & 
leath deprived lier for ever of a i 
are. Tbe blow fell heavily up 
ad sbe became so ill in consequer 
r a lime it almost seemed as if l 
ossom were destined to fall to 
)d, bowever, bad ordained it otb 
e griefs of cbildren, bowever vioh 
cere tbey may be, are seldom, i 
long duration. Morning is tbe 
and tbese yoang natures tbirsl 
ely for its sunshine, tbat tbe' 
an unconsftîA"" -' 
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and features retaining a shade of tender 
mekucbolj in their expression» which 
ueitber tbe inévitable gaietj of childboody 
or tbe rosy boars of opening girlbood, 
were ever afterwards able entirely to dis- 
sipa te. 

Young as she was, sbe had in trath 
been able, in tbe midst of ber grief and 
illness, to take tbe lesson of tbis early 
deatb, and to apply it in its twofold force 
and meaning to tbe edacation of ber own 
soûl. 

Comprebending for once and for ever 
tbe utter vanity of tbose affections wbicb, 
bowever innocent or autborised in tbem* 
selves, are yet destined to end witb time, 
sbe acknowledged tbe ^isdom of fixing 
tbem early and unreser?edly upon God 
alone ; and from tbe sorrow wbicb tbis 
séparation of a few years cost ber, sbe 
learned, moreover, to form a jast idea of 
tbe despair and angnisb wberein tbat soûl 
is plunged, wbicb bas lost God for ever. 

ïbese were grave reflections, doubtless, 
for a cbild of nine years of âge ; bwi tk^'è.^ 
were tbe product oî «l ^cy^ ^'s^ ^^'^'^ ^^ ^^ 
waB fertile, and brou^Xit ioxV\v vu. ^^^'^ ^ 
Bon, Éierefore, an abunâLau^»^^'^^'^ 



Iflened, besiiles, and toiied down by 
uingled with otliei- tlioiighlB and 
j ou tlie aubject, niora io keeping 
' jears. Slio snfFeved especiaily 
I kind of regrut wbicb most of na 
p feel, wlien deal.b sleala oiir loved 
regret, that she Lad uot 
Ber inother bctter in tbe few yeara 
|bnd beeu blest by ber possession. 
B hud to repmach beraelf wiLb 
ni Iiick of obedieuee or affection, 
liply thougbt aha migbt hâve loved 
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she deemed it), of her affection daring ber 
motber's lifetime, she resolved to make 
ber more especially her model after death, 
and she carried ont tbis résolution in sucli 
a spirit of trutb and generosity, tbat long 
before sbe bad reacbed tbe âge at wbicb 
Madame de Eabelle bad been taken from 
ber, she bad more tban eqaalled, sbe bad 
outstripped ber model. Her motber's 
deatb caased an altération iu ber fatber's 
bousebold, wbicb, if sbe bad been a sbade 
less steady, migbt bave proved fatal to 
tbese good resolations. 

M. de Eabelle, a widower witb fi^e 
children, some of tbem considerably 
younger tban Marie, in a state of bealtb, 
moreover, sufficiently déplorable in itself, 
and aggravated by great sorrow, felt deeply 
tbe absence of parental supervision, 
wbicb ber motber's deatb and bis own 
important légal avocations, would entail 
upon bis young daugbter. He gladly 
accepted, therefore, of bis brotber's invi- 
tation, to establisb bimself and bis young 
family at bis botel, (a custom more <îa\sv- 
mon at ail tiraes in ÎYWi^Çi n^'j^.'g. Nîv» '^^ ^ 
England), and o£ Uie \rNO \.o \s^»^'^ ^^^ 
ûûe common bousekoV^. 



.•^ ftjvr^/ai 



., «vibu tastes and instinct 

his own, did tbe Iionours of 
witli a grâce and élégance 
aiready rendered it one of ilie 
lar and well known in Paris. X 
years previously, ail the bono 
jocial world had been usurped 
\aute Noblesse/' ibe sole class 
3 coartly distinctions in tbe Fra 
alois dyuasty ; but, daring tbe c 
7 wbicb tbe conntry had so oftei 
<en convalsed, many of tbes 
les of étiquette had been put 
gotten, and the secondary c 
\aute Bourgeoisie/* as it wa 
se, namely, who baving made 
es by law /^^ ^ — 
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wit and beanty of tliose by whom they 
were attended, thèse réceptions soon 
equalled in attraction, if tbey did not sur- 
passy the formai assemblies of tbe courtly 
class npon wbicb, in tbe iirst instance, 
tbey bad studiously been modelled. Ât 
tbe moment, tberefore, wben Marie be* 
came au iumate of ber uncle's bouse, tbe 
saloons of bis wife were frequented babit- 
ually, not only by tbe great magistrates 
and millionaires, tbe wits and literary 
celebrities of tbe day, but tbe very nobility 
of tbe court of Louis XIII., bad come to 
consider it a privilège to be admitted to 
ber circle. 

Tbe bouse, tberefore, filled wîtb ser- 
vants and retainers, breatbing of tbe great 
world witb wbicb it was so frequently in 
contact, and conducted in ail its arrange- 
ments in a spirit of splendid luxury, wbicb 
tbe immense fortunes of its owner seemed 
to justify bim in expending on tbem, 
made, of necessity, sbarp contras t witb 
tbat otber bousebold, so calm and simple, 
regulated so wisely, and in sucb a tiua 
spirit of Cbristian çiet.^ Vi^ \i^^ xç^^^Sk^fô^^'vû.^ 
whicb the young g\Y\ Wôi ^«.'«^^^^ "^^^ '^. 
portion of ber exÎBleixcô. ^«* ^^^ ^ 



^ lur oDce was m 
^ub gaye lier its bearly borna 
To shine in socioly, io acbie 
Frencb call " a great succet 
most polisbed circles, was il 
at least, of ibe greafc objec 
life. What sbe desired for ber 
doubt desired aiso for tbose a 
lovedy and more especially for . 
whose social triumpbs would, of 
reflect new lustre on ber own. 1\ 
ideas in ber bead, sbe could not, 
mark ibe serions nature of 
tbougbts, and ber tendency to 
^ises of interior life, witbout son 
\e8S. Perbaps eyen tbe gravi 

bild rebuked tbe levît.^ ^^ 

id added «"^•** 
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like it also; so, înstead of tanntîng or 
scoldiDg, she adopted tlie safer and less 
dîstasteful plan of introducing ber to its 
fascinations, at an earlier âge than was 
nsual even in tbose days, when girls ofteu 
became wives at fourteen, and were grand- 
motbers before tbey had reacbed the 
mature âge of tbirty. Never had Paris 
been so gay as it was that year in which 
Marie first drank at its fountain of de- 
b'gbfs. It was nearly in tbe commence* 
ment of tbe regency of Anne of Austria. 
As yet ail was snnsbine, the cloads 
which were to darken over it at a later 
period, beiug hardly bigger, or so big as 
a man's band, and scarcely perceptible in 
tbe political horizon. The death of Louis 
XIIL, too gloomy a monarch for tbe light- 
hearted people whom he governed, and 
yet more, tbe démise of bis great minister, 
Richelieu, a few months previously to bis 
own, had taken a weigbt of unconfessed 
anxiety from men's minds, and society 
grew well nigh delirious in the rebound. 
Plays, halls, masquings, and courtl^ û^^- 
Bemblies succeeded evxc\i oSîw^xl 'vu. ^s^'^i*- 
snccession; and yjîV>\\ow\. ioxxxv^^i^^ xc^x^- 
daciDg her into BOC\eV.i> ^^^^^^ 



to die in ?" 

Ând, instead of scontin^ 
tbe mère ofifspring of a me 
the one hand, or of accept 
other as a suffîcient reason : 
ail pleasnres, bowever inno 
Belves, or howeyer natural t* 
station, her wise confidan 
Bwered : 

'* God bas done you a gr 
child, in inspiring jou tb 
Bncb sentiments. Keep t 
mindy I beg of yon, and 1 
cbeck upon you wbenever yo' 
likely to be carried away b 
gaiety wbicb is so natural ii 



wv\ f\w\ 



n/\M 4-V\*>4> ^l^/\ t^r\ % 1^ ^r* «wl. 
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ball-room wilhout wearing a heavy iron 
cliain coDcealed beneath her jewelled robes, 
and tbe way in whicb sbe contrived to 
tnortîfy her sensés at the théâtre was not 
only ingénions in itself, but if we consider 
her âge, and her natnral liking for tbe 
drama, maj be styled absolutely beroic. 
She never refused to go wben her aunt 
expressed a wish that sbe sboald do so ; 
but once in tbe théâtre, sbe resolutely 
closed her eyes and ears to ail that was 
going on on the stage before her, endea* 
Youring to fix her thoughts upon God 
alone, and dexterously concealing her oc< 
cupation by hiding her face behind her 
fan, and laughing wben sbe saw her com- 
panions laugb, tbus deceiving them into 
the idea that sbe was enjoying herself in 
the same way, and as thoroughly as they 
were doing themselves. 

Sbe began aiso, at tbis time, to occnpy 
herself more systematically and continually 
tban she bad bitherto done in the care of 
tbe sick. Too young as yet to be per- 
mitted to visit them indiscriminateVi ^^^"'^ 
of doors, sbe turned Vvôtc ^V\.evi\KQrù.>V«^*'^'^ 
'^Êrat ÎDstanee, to tlioBô ol \ie^^i ^^^ ^^T"^ 
Lold. Shô found eixoxx^ >î^^^^ ^ 



iLinuIaDlly to occnpy Ler clmrlty. 
J four limes the iiiimber ai damea- 
Jploycd at preaeiit, wero iu tliosa 
liHiilored indispeiiaublû iu llie social 
ints of the licb. Servants wera 
pbd to^fiither, tlieroforo, in lioiiaea 
ors for sliDW thiiu cumfoit, îit a 
3]ly Bubveraiva of tbo lieaUii aud 
r Ibâ îiilmblliuitM ; niid, as a 
I couaequoiice, couliigioua diseiLsex, 
mraon Ibuii, iii uH cIusmub oÎ 
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Biruclion eveiy momemt she conld snatch 
from tlie ordinary duties of the day. Once 
it Lappened, that upon twelfth nîglit, 
an old servant, wlio Lad aiready for some 
lime been the object of her charitable 
zeal, was seized with his last agony. 
Twelfth night, even yet, is one of the great 
festivals of France, bat in those days it 
was the feast of prédilection of ail Chris- 
tian nations, being considered as the 
especial '* Christmas day" of the Gentiles, 
the day on which Jesns, bom on the 25th 
of December for the Jews, manifested 
Himself as by a second birthy to the rest 
of tlie world, in the persous of the magi. 
It was kept alike at the court of kings 
and in the cottage of the peasant, with a 
thousand amasing and fautastic cérémo- 
nies, differing as to détail iu différent 
places, but ail commemorative of the one 
idea of the day, namely, the call of our 
pagan forefathers to the baptism and kiug- 
ship of Christ. To this day in Hungary, 
the three kings, dressed in what is con- 
sidered an appropriate costume, pay 
visits at the houses and çalac^^ oflS^^x^'^^^ 
bility, doring ChriBimt\.a-\:\5).e, '^'^^^\S'' 
epeecbes, or acting vîiûi ^^ ^«^gc^.^^ 



-g .^Av/u^u bue neias an 
with long ligbted reeds in tb( 
Llie fiery top as it glowed tin 
larkness, being considered tjpi 
itar wbicb led the Magi from 
Bnt the most cboice and bigl 
Jeasures of Kingstide were res 
he happy home circle and the fi 
ited to join it in the evening. 
reat cake, with its sugary ère 
)wers and castles, its impérial 
id its wreaths of frosted lil 
'ought forth from its hiding-pla 
iving been solemnly blessed by 
the parish, was eut up for dist 
le poor had the ôrst share, a 
turally their tifrhi in oii ^i^-*^ 
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tnonrs of royalty for the night upon its 
mer. If the ônder were a lady, she was 
lowed the privilège of choosing lier owa 
Dg, and if a gentleman, Le named the 
Ij whom he chose to elevate to his own 
ort-liyed pre-eminence. His court was 
on formed, knights and aids-de-camp, 
d lords in waiting, or their eqai?a- 
its, being stationed round his throne, 
d his queen as liberally supplied with 
lies and maids of honour^ the king, 
le facto" himselfy if he happened to be 
osent, renouncing, good humouredly, his 
'n pretensions, to become for the time 
ing, the subject of "Le roi des Fèves." 
)yal robes were ready for the investment 
their persons, a canopy and throne pro« 
led, and for some hours they kept up 
Bir mimic court amid much harmiess 
iety; ail the minute étiquettes and 
stoms of the French court, being scru- 
lously observed on the occasion, even 
wn to the cries of the "Le roi boit. 
i reine boit." The king drinks, the 
een drinks !" with which courtiers, and 
9 public admitted to behold tUft \sw».- 
ets of royalty, deexxi^âL \\» ^^s^^&s^ ^x^ 
>8e days to mark e^eirs cw^ ^^ ^vas^ 



^ ,^.-ii^ me feast o 
and Marie enjoyed it in her c 
as much, perbaps, or mor 
noisier companions. On tbe 
casion, however, she was n 
aftor having been sougbt 
througbout tbe crowded bote 
at last upon ber kn'ees, by tbe 
lier patient. Sbe bad gone^ i 
decorated as sbe was for tbe b 
him one more greeting before j 
friends below; but seeiiig at 
that be bad aiready entered into 
bad remained to pray beside 
ïuffered fearfuUy, convulsion 
*^nyulsion in snch fierce and 
ession, as mî^bt Vio^.-^ - 
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to seek lier, saw at a glance, by Ler pale 
face and sbaking limbs, tbat sbe really 
was incapable of tbe exertion, and per- 
mitted ber to retire to ber own cbamber. 
Tbere, upon ber knees, regardless, or nn- 
conscious, of tbe sounds of mirth and 
music, wbich ever and anon came floating 
up to lier from tbe illunainated halls below, 
sbe spent tbe remainder of tbe nigbt in 
earnest supplication for tbe poor wretcb 
wbo bad jnst passed away, tbat tbis feast 
of tbe Epipbany, tbis ** Cbristmas Day ** 
of tbe Geutiles, migbt prove a real Cbrist- 
mas Day to bim by tbe favourable mani- 
festation of tbe Divine Cbild Jésus to bis 
pardoned and repentant soûl. 



CHAPTEE II. 

It was probably somewbere about tbis 
period tbat Madame de Bonnean took ber 
nièce witb ber on an expédition to Forges, 
tbe waters of wbich sça. k^^ V^^jj^-'sss^^ v^ 
conséquence of a V\sv\, xûtx.ÔLek 'OcvKte^ ^'^^'^^^ 
by tbe Qaeen-île&eïi\>, ^ ^^^'^ ^^ ^^^ 



[asliioniiLIe circles of Paria. It mat- 
l liLlle what llie naturo of tbe malady 
|it be, nlielber curable or othernise, 
deep-Beaied gangreue, or a 
Br acbe, or a ût of tempcr, tlie pLysî- 
1 iu attendance knew too well wbat 
I expeclcd oF liim, lo suggest any 
3 expeiisive, or lésa agreeable, 
a visit to " Forgea." Eitber Madame 
|ouiieau wiisbcd to bo considcred of Ibat 
1 few, for wbose maUdica thero waa 
iu tbe favourito watering- 
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ping ai St. Germain» Mantes, and Bonen» 
wherever, in fine, there was anythîng 
to be seen wortby the inspection of the 
traveller, and yisiting, of course, tlie won- 
derful old chnrches which make tbe latter 
city dear, eyen to this day, to ail levers of 
ecclesiastical architecture. Marie, who 
bad neyer left Paris before, was encbanted 
of course with tbe novel incidents of tbe 
journey, and tbe picturesque beauty of 
the old towns wbere tbey balted. But 
when at last, leaving cities and villages 
far behind tbem, tbey penetrated intq .tbe 
heart of tbe country, and Normandy, with 
its gardens and apple orcbards, jnst fiusb- 
ing into bloom, unroUed itself to ber eyes, 
she felt as if she bad been transplan ted 
for tbe moment into tbe old paradise of 
Eden, and bad come, for the first time iu 
her life, to comprebend sometbing of that 
incompréhensible beauty with which God 
in the beginning bad clotbed the world. 

She soon discovered that a résidence at 
Forges itself was likely to prove far less 
pleasant tban tbe journey which bad 
brought her tbither. Tbe Ufe^ vol ^^'siv.^ 
wbicE people then leâi «iT^lÔl ^M^ V;^^ "^ 
îvateiiDg places, a lite m ^V\j3û. ^-^^^^^ 



^ — me pursnit of a 
follies, could hâve liad bu; 
for a mind so accustomed, a 
Uns lime become, to tbe con 
Ligber tbings. One acqnai 
ever, sbe made duriiig ber st 
wbicb cbarmed ber for tbe : 
doiibtless consoled ber for . 
petty anno3'ances of tbe pi 
Charlotte de Daillon, dangl 
Count de Lude, célébrai ed ei 
her wit and beauty, bappened 
ing at tbe spa tbat summer 
ncarly of tbe same âge, a: 
eoutiunally at tbe ** Source 
nette," of wbich tbey botb 
Avatere, tbe twn 
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perceptibly as dew drop from the leaf, or 
Bun ray from the flower, leaving littlo 
Bave a smiling recollection of tbe pleasa 
folly on tbe mind at a matarer âge. The 
friendsbip of Marie witb Mdlle. de Daillou 
formed no exception to tbe raie, nevertbe- 
less I mention it hère becaase it bad tbîs 
at least to distinguisb it from others of tbe 
Bame kind, tbat after baving lain dormant 
for many years, it was renewed at last at 
tbe boar of deatb. Charlotte married 
early, but the parsuits of the beantifal 
.and fashîonable Duchesse de Roquelaure 
being little in accordance witb Marie's 
more serions tastes, their friendsbip was 
tacitly acknowledged by both as a thing of 
tbe past, and they sought each otber's 
Society no more. In spibe of her foUîes, 
however, Charlotte never entîrely forgot 
or lost sîght'of the feelings of love and 
respect witb which her friend of tifteen 
had înspired her at Forges, and wben sbe 
found berself, at tbe âge of tbirty, aban- 
doned and betrayed by tbose npon wbose 
affection sbe bad most surely couuted, 
and dying of a broken heavt> U\^ ^^^ '^'^^"tv 
Beqaenoea of the \ite oi ^ra^N^l ^^^ 
led, ahe tbought once mox^^ oS. ^«sv^^- 
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cliing lier présence at lier clealli-bed, 
led meclily and paliently to lier 
5el3 for tbe welfare of lier soûl, and 
iited heraelf liappy in tbe end iu 
: permitted to die in lier arma, 
irie'e brief abaence from Paria, ivhicli 
bogttn so joyouBly, cbaed for lier iu 
lop aiflictiou. Her fathar, wboea 
Il had long beeu fuiling, and wbo 
acver tboroiiRbly got over tba doatb 
s wife, waa takeri bo dungeroualy and 
iiily ill, l,bf)t ail was over before bia 
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birth and expectations, and the ceremony 
bad yividly impressed itself on her imagi- 
nation. Many of tbe ladies of tbe court 
assisted, as was customary in sacli cases, 
at the profession, and as Marie gazed 
npon them, in their jewels and fine laces, 
their glittering robes and perfnmed tresses^ 
and mentally contrasted their parsuits 
and objects, their pleasnres in time and 
prospects in eternity, with those of the 
yonng bride of Heaven, hnmbly hidden 
beneath tbe pall whicb symboled her 
séparation for ever from the world, she 
felt and acknowledged witbout hésitation 
or circumlocntion that tbe latter had 
chosen the better part, and that the door 
which admitted her to religions life might 
trnly and emphatically be styled for her 
the " Gâte of Heaven !" 

Marie de Babelle never went half way 
wben there was question of doing any- 
tbing for 6od. It was tberefore into no 
religious bouse, fallen, as unbappily there 
were too many in those days in France, 
from its first fervour, and governed by 
Bome noble or royal personage, thraat W«. 
by merit than by co\itl\5 iwwix vc^si N^^s«« 
bigb position, tlxat B\xe Ae^^vx^^ V*^ ^^îis.««.- 



...«1^ Aj^uob BtricLi 

tbat she could find in France 
not far to go in order to dis 
she wanted. The Order of o 
Lady of Mount Carmel, reste 
pristine ferveur by St. Teresa, 
iutrodiiced into France in the , 
by Madame Âcarie, and upon ti 
which she bad establisbed in 
wbich was to witness at a Lu 
tbe tears and repentance of a ' 
ville" and a '* la Vallièrè," Mar 
belle at last fixed ber cboice. 

It does not follow, however, 
mnse sbe bad tbis désire, sbo L 
bre really a vocation to religic 
bougbts and aspirations oftpr 
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wbich at ail events is patent to us ail. For 
it is evidentlj His intention, tbat every 
state and rank of life sboald produce and 
possess ils own peculiar type of sanctîty, 
80 tbat no one, ricb or poor, married or 
single, may be left witboat guidance and 
encouragement in tbe position in wbicb 
Providence bas placed bim. Sucb a voca- 
tion, tberefore, may not be a real one, 
yet as tbe " morning offering** of tbe 
young beart, it will be very precious in 
tbe sigbt of God, provided only, tbat it be 
not ligbtly cast away, but simply put aside, 
because tbe soûl bonestly believes ber patb 
lays elsewbere; and treated tbns, it will not 
ouly be a great favour in itself, but it will 
leave sucb a grâce bebind it, as will enable 
ber to advance swiftly and steadily towards 
perfection, in tbat state, wbalever it may 
be, to wbicb sbe really is called. For sbe 
wbo would bave consecrated ber yirginity 
to 6od, and does not only because con- 
Tinced tbat ïiU Will in tbe matter is not 
coïncident witb ber own, will surely make 
ail tbe better wife and motber for tbe sake 
of tbose aspirations after bi^^\^ nJû^ç^j^.^ 
wbicb flasbed like a\iôWîfewV3 Xx^^^^"^"^ 
her ^irlbood, anà e\\ô N^\iO%^ ^^^"^ KXns^nn^ 

3 
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will arise ai tLe latter day to déclare lier 
blesscd, aud to bail her^ as after Divine 
Providence, ibe cbief instrument in tbeir 
salvation. 

Marie made no secret of ber aspirations 
after conventual life. Sbe told ber auut, 
frankly, ail about it ; and tbe latter, wise 
in ber génération, did not berself attempt 
to combat tbe idea, fearing to fis it by 
opposition irrevocably in ber mind. 

Sbe referred ber, bowever, to ber nncle, 
M. de Bonneau, for advice, and be remon- 
strated freqnently and seriously witb ber 
ou tbe subject, and witbout scolding or 
undue barsbness, sacceeded at last in iu- 
ducing ber to reconsider ber resolution. 
He told ber, tbat according to bis notions 
of duty, sbe bad a very spécial mission 
appointed to ber to fulfil in tbe world, and 
tbat as sole daugbter of ber bouse, sbe 
v^as tbe only person wbo could in any degree 
supply to ber young brotbers tbe place of 
tbe parents tbey bad lost. He bimself was 
certainly tbeir gnardian, but bis autbority 
as Bucb was much more limited tban a 
fatber's would bave been, ^.xA \». ^ ^^^^ss. 
or two more, woulA, ol ^^^^^^"^^ v^^t^^^ 
allogether. Freed îïoiïl Vv^ c.oii^^^'» 





LIPE OP 

in a coTiTent, with wealth at 
ai)^, and uo one aiilborized to 
to acconiit for the mode in 
epeut it, it was but too pro- 
they would Boon make aliip- 
ûmaelves among tbe sedactioua 
ever ready la Inre tbe ricli and 
ta embi-aces. If, on the coii- 
ave up ber ideaa of icligious îife, 
utitiiraily become tbe ralijing 
l wbicb Uiey ali would galber; 
ity uiid pcaco of bei- mai-ried 



HARIB BONNBAU DE MIRÂMION. 87 

witb ail the natnral ardour of Ler disposi- 
tion into the duties to which Providence 
seemed so especially to hâve appointed 
ber^ took lier place without hésitation 
at the head of her family, and, as a 
tender and discreet adviser of such of its 
members as were older tban berself, a 
mother and a wise .one, to those who were 
her juniors, became in a marvelloasly 
short time, the object at once of their 
respect and love, and the tie which at- 
tuched each to the other, and ull to her, 
as the very soûl and centre of the liviug 
circle. 

They were nnited, in fact, as a large 
family of brothers and sisters unhappily 
seldom are, and their only disputes were 
disputes of love, as to which should give 
np most for the benefit of the rest. Their 
iuheritance was a large one, but when 
they were old enough to corne into its 
possession, they would allow neither gnar- 
dians or relations to interfère in its dis- 
tribution, dividing it by mutual cousent 
araong themselves, and arranging a busi- 
ness, usually so fruitful m Vi«^xV\i\ix\î^^^ 
anâ dissensions, as eawX'j w\^ ^o^qî^^ ^^ 
if înslead of houses aviâL\tvxA»>'^^ ^^ 



^!K 
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tlie most distingnished familiea in France. 
Bat in ibis grave matter she had already 
made ap her miud, that no considération 
either of riches or of bononrs should in- 
fluence her choice. If she had con- 
sented at ail to marriage, it was be- 
cauFie she belieyed sach to be tbe will 
of Providence in her regard, and con* 
templating it less in a worldly point of 
vieWy than as a sacrament which was to 
help her on her way to heaven, she re- 
solved to share her affections with no one 
who wonld not, by bis own piety, aid her 
in this tbe cbief désire of her soûl, tbe 
fixing them in tbe first instance entirely 
upon God ! 

Her first meeting, in fact, with tbe 
tnan whom she nltimately chose for her 
hiisband, took place in the Cbarch of St. 
Nicholas des champs, tbe services of which 
she had been in tbe habit of attending 
from childbood. It was tbe parish cbarch 
likewise of the de Beaubarnais family^ 
and tbe only son of M. de Beaabarnaia 
de Miramion, went there freqaently in 
attendance upon bis m.ottxftT. '^^Jkfe ^s^- 
tteme déférence anà. «fiôc\.\oxi ^\\iiv^ ^^ns 



. i^iusDes and e 
«.uat she felt by do means 
to kim as sbe did towards t 
snitors. He was in every 
match, and ker uncle accordi 
in bis favour. 

M. de Beanbarnais de Mira 
tbat time only twentj-seven j 
of preposscBsing appearance, 
and station eqnal to ber owi 
familjy wbo were well known a 
sally respected for tbeir virtnes 
ready and eager to give ber an 
welcome to tbeir domestic c 
tbingSy tberefore^ promised fai 
future bappinesSy and Marie 
accordingly ; so haPT\^ ' 

*v\rt ilnti ^■flP- * 
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1645, slie being little more than fifteen 
years of âge, nt tbe lime of its occurrence. 

Yonng as she was, bowever, sbe was so 
little of a cbildy eitber in tact or cbaracter 
already^ tbat tbe first act of her married 
life was an earnest entreaty to ber bus- 
bandy to be permitted to continne, nnder 
bis autbority, tbe same pions practices 
wbicb bad sanctified ber girlbood. 

So earnestly and yet so wisely did sbe 
plead ber cause, tbat M. de Miramion not 
only gave ber tbe desired permission, but 
added of bis own accord a promise tbat 
he wonld aid ber in ber pîous résolution, 
by leading bimself tbe life (so rare among 
tbe fasbionable men of bis day, or, alas, 
of ours) of a truly Cbristian busband, 
and tbis engagement, during tbe sbort 
time tbeir union lasted, be most rigidly 
fulfilled. 

Tbree days after tbe wedding, Marie 
bade a tearfùl adieu to ber uncle and ber 
brotbers, and went to establisb berself at 
ber new bome in tbe botel of M. de 
Ghoisy, ber busband's grandfatber on 
tbe motber's side, witb. viWwû., ^^^^x^^>kw^ 
to Freneh custom, \xô wxQlXîv^^w^^^^^ 
alwaja been in Uiô \iiXÀN* ^1 x^^»^^^^ 



.,««10 to do her 
most illustrions among t 
Choisy, aunt by marria 
bandy gave a splendid fête 
at ber résidence in tbe pi 
bonrg. Tbis Madame c 
celebrated even among tbe 
dajy where so many were 
by tbe same qualities, foi 
élégance of deportment ai 
grâce of ber conversation. 
of Poland and Sweden wei 
intimate friends and corres 
her salooDS, Corneille, tbe li 
tbe honr, condescended to re 
and Bnssy declaimed tbe i 
jectionable prodn/»*- 
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ease by wbich he was afterwards so dis* 
tingaished, and whîch bis courtly adala- 
tors exiolled and trîed as zealousiy to 
imit4itey as if it Lad become a cardinal 
virtue in his person. This edacation^ 
boweTer» does not seem to bave been 
given entirely gratis^ for wben Louis at- 
tained bis majority, he settled a yearly 
pension of 8,000 livres on his fair instruc* 
tress — a very magnificent rémunération, 
to say tbe least of it, for any amount of 
refinemenfc he could bave receiyed at her 
bands. 

If young Madame de Miramion there- 
fore, had had any larking hankering after 
tbe great world, notbing woald bave been 
easier for her, than under tbe auspices of 
ber brilliant and worldly-minded relative 
to bave indulged tbe fancy. But sbe had 
bigher tbougbts and bigher ambitions 
tban any mère wish to sbine in society. 
Sbe aspired to tbe character of a Chris- 
tian wife, and this seemed to her incom- 
patible witli tbe laxity and dissipation of 
court lîfe, as it was constituted then— sbe 
longed for tbepurer çleawix^^ ^1 ^5ûftk^*c^'«2^% 
flud she felt, that like \,\iç^ ^^àm-^'î^^^'^ 
foQDtain of tiio aeaoïV., VSû&l wcûA.^^"^ 



1 in Ibelr fi rat freshness ani] nbaii- 

l in tlie shelter and coaiparutive soli- 
|of liome. 

■ liusband, lo a certain extent, dif- 
I from ber itt Ërut îii tliis respect, for 

■ liglit-hearted and gay by nature, lia 
Isoeioty, and aociety liked and souglit 
return. But eïen wliile acceding 

k wislies in tlie matter, Marie, witb a 
Bm beyoud lier j'eara, contrived to 
Hran biin from its most dangerouB 
ftmetits, by making bis own borne 
1 BO pleaaiiut to bitn, tbat be grada- 
|)at ail désire to leave it, and in tLe 
led every iuvJtation to tbat 
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losing fortune in this life and LappiueRS 
in the iiext, this bride of fifteen succeeded 
in iuaugurating in her new borne. 



CHAPTER III. 

Tbe next six moiitbs of Marie's life 
flowed on like a dream of joj. Tlie void 
wbicb tbe loss of ber parents bud left 
since cbildbood in ber large loving beart^ 
seemed fîlled and more tban fiUed by tbe 
fervent attacbment wbicb sbe cberisbed 
for ber busband, and by tbe affectionate 
relations wbicb sbe bad succeeded in estab- 
lisbing for berself^ witb every member of 
bis family, but more especially witb bis 
parents. Tbus bappy already as a wife and 
daugbter, sbe began to look forward to 
tbe moment wben, as a motber, sbe would 
tttste of tbe bigbest and most engrossing 
purely buman felicity, of wbicb a womau*s 
beart is capable. Tbe birtb of ber ex- 
pected cbild would in fact bave filled ber 
cup to overflowing, and sbe lon^ed £<\^ \^ 
accordingly. It came «X \««sî^ — ^3^5^»x^K^*^ 
Bhe Lad so fonàly \m^«^xkfe^^ ^^^^ 



i and congratulations of a rejoieiug 

j. Slio was one of tlioae especinlly 

lircd Ëouls, vLo are called to driuk 

llj of ibe cLalico of Lbeir Lord, and 

, éveil tliis loug wjslied for joy 

|i ît visitcd lier at last, nore bucIi a look 

011 its brigbt face, as made it 

Ist barder lo endure tlian a dowu- 

. and undiBguIsed advereity would 

"icen. Sbe was to be a widow before 

18 a mollier, aiid ber youug biiabniid 

ived ber bo tenderly and would bave 

jiiipatliized JpLer gladnewa, waa iiever 
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cally agaînst fatigue and grief, so loDg as 
he had tbe Bmallest need of her assistance. 
Bat when at last ail was over, and grief 
could not sadden or inaction leave bim to 
discomfort ; sbe broke down at once witb- 
out a cry or sob, and fell senseless beside 
tbe corpse. Tbere sbe remained for 
bours, and even wben tbey bad succeeded 
in restoring ber to a certain degree of 
animation, sbe remained so fixed and 
frozen as it were by grief, tbat but for tbe 
faint beating of ber beart, tbey migbt bave 
fancied sbe also was dead. Time went 
on, and still sbe lay in tbat balf state of 
stupor, tearless and speecbless, and re- 
Bolutely refasing every tbing in tbe sbape 
of food, wbicb tbey tried to force betweeu 
ber lips. Her bfe was banging by a 
tbread, every tbing depended on ber 
taking nourisbment, and sbe was not in 
a state capable of appreciating tbat neces- 
sity, Her friends were in despair, and 
tbe pbysicians bad almost given ber over, 
wben as a last effort ber motber-in-law 
reminded ber of ber unborn babe, for 
wbose sake it was so e\idfôûîv5^ N:^;^^. 
duty to préserve iî çoasv\A.e^ Vex o^ ^'^^ 
The bave mentiou oî \i^x crç^^N.^^^ ^^ ' 



^w ««wi*AW| CkUVA AlUUi tlJttb lime 

mecbanically every tbing ii 
nourîshment or medicine, 
deeraed it advisable to give b 
ibeir care, bowever, tbey ce 
more for tbe next few montbi 
to keep her living. Her f€ 
Bucb tbat sbe could scarcely 
from tbe pillow, aud wben tl 
at last for the birtb of ber cl 
80 ill and so reduced iu st 
tbe pbysicians despaired of si 
of eitber, 

Terror, lest ber babe si 
wilhoat baptîsm, tbeu look ] 
her 8onl, sbe addressed bers 
to the Blessed VirHn for nao 
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it in her arms, tears which had been so 
long denled her came to her relief, and 
Bhe wept long and bitterly over the father- 
less lîtile one, whose birth had been 
snrronnded bj so many circamstances of 
sorrow, This sudden burst of grief 
relieved her, the necessity of watching 
over a child so forlorn even from tho 
beginning, and doubly dear to her as the 
last relie of her departed hasband, roased 
her effectnally to exertion, and in her 
care and anxiety for its health, she grada* 
àlly recovered her own. The first two 
years of hèr widowhood, were spent in the 
strictest retirement, and during tbat 
perîod, or immediately afterwards, her life 
was once more put in péril by small-pox, 
which was the scourge alike of rich and 
poor in those days, visiting with the strict- 
est impartiality the palace of the king and 
the cottage of his meanest vassal, and 
owing to its highly infections nature, and 
to the mistaken method parsued by physi- 
cians in its treatment, rarely failing in 
carrying off its victims, or at the ver^ U«vs^ 
in disfiguring them îoï Y\Iô» "^V^^* ^Wo^^ 
attacked Madame deM.Vï«Lmwû.»^^^^^ ^ 
viraient a kind, tlxat exexi«iîx.fât ^K^ ^^^"^ 



*A xccoivea^ as mi^ 

from ber character, this in 
n smile, but ber mother-in-, 
indiffèrent, and woman, and . 
like, coald not forbear sbedd 
tbe prospect. ** Wby do y« 
motber ?*' tbe invalid tbei 
gently; "surelya perisbabL 
a life so useless as mine, c 
snchtears." Thepoor lady e 
no donbt, tbongbt otberwi 
patient and loving attendar 
dangbter-in-lawy was at len| 
by tbe perfect recovery of tbe 
tbat beanty over T^bicb sbe 
many frnitless tears, was in a { 
fipared^ tbe otiItt +^«-- ^ **• 
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leave her to accomplîsh in peace tbe pions 
désires which bad already began to stir 
in ber beart, Barely seyenteen, bowever, 
and witb a pale^ sad beanty still^ wbich 
won for ber tbe cognomen of tbe *' Faîr 
Statue " from Madame de Comnel^ sbe 
was not destined tbus easily to escape its 
solicitations. Her days of monming were 
no sooner oyer, Ibanmore tban one brilliant 
alliance was offered to ber acceptance, and 
ber own family, fearing tbat sbe intended 
to become a nnn, impressed npon ber again 
and again tbe expedîency of a second 
marriage. Sbe was still so yonng tbat 
sbe did not yeutare to oppose ber relations 
openly by closing ber doors against ail 
pretenders to ber band, and ber bumility^ 
moreoyer, made ber fear tbat sbe was 
unwortby of tbe bonour to wbicb sbe 
aspired, of consecrating berself entirely 
to God. In tbis perplexity sbe tried to 
pursne a middle course, and unwilling to 
décide npon so important a matter in a 
burry, besougbt ber friends to giye ber 
tîme for délibération. Tbe request was 
too reasonable to be deniô^c \ifôt> "ï^îcSs. 
sbe employed the m\.eïN«X oi ^'^'svr.^ '^^'^^ 
granted in eameat ■çxa'set ^».^ ^^ 



., ..^uAi lu. ae Ghoisj) 
neither a safe or pleasant re 
tbe agitation, which tbe ' Fi 
then commencing against 
tîred with ail bis family t 
bouse at Issy — ^Issy, tbat p 
^bicb Madame de Sevigné 1 
and wbere^ as sbe tells 
** Nigbtingales, and wbite JM 
gnsbing fonntains/' coipbin 
fuir weatber of an early sprin^ 
her as xnnch of innocent 
mortals may bope to enjoy 
Madame de Miramion bad i 
ber first journey among tbe 
of Normandy, and sbe loved 
parlly perbar^» ^^^ *^- - 
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Divine Lord in tbe Sacrament of His 
love^ and wben she left Him there, it was 
pnly to visit Him agaiu in tbe persons of 
tbo poor and sick of tbe snrronnding dis- 
trict, npon ail of T^hom sbe deligbted to 
lavish tbe same tender cbarity, wbich sbe 
bad formerlj expended upon tbe invalid 
servants of ber nncle's bousebold. Sbe 
bad nevertbeless a good deal of répugnance 
to overcome daring ber first attempts at 
visiting tbe poor ; for easy as tbis virtue 
looks on paper, it cannot in reality be 
tboroagbly carried ont, witbout a complète 
sacrifice and surrender of many of tbe 
most délicate tastes and instincts of baman 
nature. 

In Madame de Miramion's case, natural 
refiuemeut, rendered still more sensitive 
by cultivatîon, made ber nerves at first al- 
most intolérant of tbat lack of cleanliness, 
• and tbe varions disagreeables arising from 
it, wbicb of course bad never come under 
ber notice among tbe petted servants of 
ber wealtby uncle, but wbicb form invari- 
ably so large an item in tbe sufiferiu^a <^C 
sick poverty, wben leî\. e\i\.\\és.^ Vo^SX». ^s^x^ 
resonrces. Natural a^ V\iç^ l^^vs^^ ^^^^ 
elle conaidereà it to \>e T^o esfî^^»» 



ilfilmetit of a dal; expressl; imposed 
us by onr Lord HimBelf, and ia 
more thoronglily to overcome it, 
ide it a rule to seek out her patients 
; tliG lowest of tlie aurrouudîng popa- 
; Ibose ivbo wcre afflicled by the 
iBgnstiiig mnliidies, beîDg tbo objecta 
spécial predîlcuLiou. 
Illowing out tliis resolutioti, nbe loat 
poiiuuity of dresKing wcuiids and 
with ber own batula, aud uiimbera 
)r peopla about lasy, owed tbeir 
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convent, and finding as she grew np that 
8he liad a real vocation to religious life, she 
paid tbe sum needed for bar admittance, 
aud had tbe satisfaction in tbe end of 
seeing ber become a zealoas and most 
fervent nnn. 

Daring ail tbese charitable occupations. 
Madame de Miramion was snfferiug con- 
stant anxietjy on account of ber little 
daagbter, wbose state of bealtb, owiug 
no doubt to tbe sad circamstances pre- 
ceding and accompanying ber birtb, bad 
been déplorable from tbe beginning, and 
wbo now in tbe second winter of ber 
existence, suffered from a cbest complaint, 
wbicb tbreatened daily to become fatal. 
In ber angaisb at tbe prospect of tbus 
losing ber only cbild, Madame de Miramion 
made a vow to perform a pilgrimage to 
tbe Gbapel of Saint Yalerian, a celebrated 
sbriue in tbose days, in tbe event of 
its recovery. Her pétition was beard 
JEind accepted ; contrary to ail reasonable 
expectation, tbe little Marie straggled suc- 
cessfuUy witb ber malady, and in tbe 
Angust of tbe enswixi^ ^x«ûX£iKt,V^';s- ^^- 

ther prepareà to accoToçY^^^^^^^ 
Bge, io tbe promise ol ^Vvâû. ^^a 



.w^..cu seiznre of be 
gentlemaD, wbo despairing 
her hand by any more legil 
intended to resort to tbi. 
pedient, in*order to force L 
it on bim. Tbe tbÎDg seemec 
and impossible/ tbat neitber 
Miramion or ber friends a 
credence to it^ and sbe refused e: 
tbe jonmey, or even to aller tb 
wbicb sbe intended to commer 
lefb Issy accordingly one fii 
early in tbe montb of Âugast 
cbaperonage of ber motber-in-h 
de Miramion tbe elder. Â va 
waiting women, were in tbe c£ 
ihem, a vonnrr - 
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point of hoDonr^ never to travel eyen ibe 
BmalloBt distance, withoat a whole army 
of pages and grooms to guard them on 
the way. Tbe disturbed state of tbe 
country may bave bad sometbing to do 
with Ihis ostentations display, for as time 
went on it gradnally diminisbed, and 
twenty years later, wben tbings bad quieted 
down somewbat, and people no longer 
went aboat in terror of tbeir lives. 
Madame de Se vigne writing to ber dangb- 
ter lays it down as a law of bon ton, tbat 
six yalets sbould accompauy ber cavriage 
în ail ber excursions—** But only six,"— 
sbe says, as if sbe feit it to be a very 
rnoderate allowance indeed — adding em- 
pbatically, tbat any larger attendance tban 
this would be considered ** Provincial," 
or in otber words, "Vulgur" among tbe 
court fasbionables of Paris. 

Madame de Miramion's pilgrimage, 
tbougb it ended so drearily for ber, began 
under tbe most favourable auspices. Tbe 
day was brigbt and sunny, and as tbe 
carriage rolled over tbe beigbts of St. 
Cloud, they put aside tUô V\\X»\fe W^^Jûsst 
cartaina, whicb tTaeuî)tTi^a^çx^^>2»£^fe'^^^^'^^'^^ 
of tbe -ghsQ wiuàoNva \«^ m^'^ ^^ ^x^^^^s^» 



D610W. 

ïhey were already w 
tbeir destination, and nol 
occuiTed to interrapt or 
were perhaps congratuh 
on tbe success of tbeir e> 
tbeir own courage, in 1 
in nndertaking it, wben 1 
suddenlj stopped, and s) 
troop of men armed to 
mounted on strong borse 
was made, or even atlempt 
Ibe men appointcd for tbat 
Beized witb a sudden panic 
away as fast as tbeir stee 
tbem. Tbe coacbm»»^ --- 
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placed by those lawless proceedings, from * 
being discovered by any chance passenger 
on ilie road. 

Tiie curtaiDSybowever, had been strongly 
fastened up to keep tbem in tbeir proper 
place, and a struggle instantly ensaed 
between tbe prisoners and tbeir captors, 
tbe latter trying witb tbeir swords to eut 
tbe leatber straps^ wbile tbe former en- 
deavoured to preyent tbem. 

Dnring tbis unequal conflict, Madame 
de Miramion bad ber bands so terrîbly 
cuty tbat sbe waa ail over blood in a 
moment, but ber motber-in-law wi^s more 
snccessfnl, and actuully contrived to turn 
tbe weapon of one of ber foes against 
liimself, and to woand him severely in 
tbe arm. In tbe midst of tbe struggle, 
tbe carriage baving recrossed tbe bridge 
of St. Cloud, dasbed into tbe Bois de 
Boulogne, six borses already waiting tbe 
appearance of tbe vebicle tbere, were bar- 
nessed to it witb tbe speed of ligbtning, 
and tbe prisoners soon found tliemselves 
once more careering over tbe countr^ ai 
a treœendoua pace, c«L\x\fe^ ^«s^ >fc»s^^ 
jiot ivhitber, and wniet \\i^ ^^àasûR.*^^^ 
ihey knevr not Y?\iom\ 



CHAPTER n 

Ai the commencement o 
Been atiack, Madame de I 
found lime to recommend he 
to God, beseecbing Him to 
tbe full possession of ber ju 
to give her strengtb and cour£ 
berself against her foes. ' 
bave already seen, slie joined 
iu-law in ber efforts to keep h 
tainSy in order tbat tbeir pil 
migbt attract tbe attention of 
and wben ber eut and bleedin 
longer permitted ber to exei 
tbis manner, sbe still l^*^*^*^ 
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those wLo heard it had had time to ask 
tbemselves from whence it came, and for 
"what purpose it was raised. 

In this manner they soon passed over 
the plain of St. Denis, and eutered the 
forest of Livry, lyîng just beyond it. Hère 
the path became so narrow and entangled, 
that her escort were forced to abandon 
their position besîde tbe carriage, some 
of them moving on in front, and otbers 
falling to tbe* rear. Seeing tbe door tbus 
nndefended, Madame de Miramion took a 
bold resolation, and seizing a moment 
wben they were oflf their gaard, jutnped 
ont of the carriage. She chose a spot 
"where the brambles grew most tbickly, 
in hopes of being able to conceal herself 
beneath them, and heediess of thorns 
and briars, made her way nndanntedly 
throngh the thicket, nntil her dress was 
tom to ribbons, and her face and neck 
and hands ail scratched and bleeding. Her 
flight beiog soon discovered, two of the 
horsemen easily sncceeded in overtaking 
her, and fearing lest they shonld monnt 
her on one of their horses, ftAvil ^^ ^«îccç^ 
her away completely îyoxcl ^^ ^'^^'^'^^^^^ 
wbicb the Company oi \i^^ xclqJOûk*^-'^' 



f I 

S. Madame de Miramion, Lo 
»sitively refased to accept any ne 
ent at their hands, openly dec 
at sbe would neitber eat or drinb 
e was at liberty again. 
On starting once more on their joi 
ey left ber motber-in-law, her g 
d a maid servant behind them i 
*esty permitting ber only to retaii 
ber women, witb tbe young man, 
ty it was to stand bebind tbe car 
d wbo positively refased to be sepi 
m. bis mistress. 

Relays of borses now meeting tb 
)ry station, tbey went like tbe win< 
5ir prisoner never lost ber conra» 
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proof of her need for help, and as an 
earnest of fatare reward to tliose wbo 
procured it for ber. Her captors, how- 
ever, had an answer ready for ail in- 
qniries^ stating at once that sbe was 
mady and tbat tbey were conveying ber 
by order of tbe king to an asylum. 
An order of tbe king was, in tbose days, 
qnite a snfficîent explanation for any 
amount of tyranny exercisedon individaals, 
and in tbe state to wbicb tbe poor pri« 
soner was by tbis time redaced, her bead- 
dress fallen off, ber dress and kercbief 
torn to rîbbonSy and ber face and banda 
ail stained witb blood, it must bave been 
easy enougb to persuade people of tbe trath 
of tbe assertion. No attempt at a rescue 
was tberefore made, and tbey reacbed tbeir 
destination witbout auy material inter- 
ruption. It proved to be tbe Cbateau de 
Launay, a strong fortress tbree leagues 
from Sens, and tbe property of M. de 
Bnssy Babutin, a man of sucb morals, 
tbat Madame de Sevigné, a near relation 
and favourite correspondent, always spoke 
of bim as ** Mon oncle le Corsair." De 
Launay bad been foTmetVj ^ o.wccçsiRx^'s^ 
oî tbe Knigbts Tem^W^» ^\A\^ ^^^^^^^ 



,.. ^lu wondertliatitIo< 
and bristlÎDg in the ejes of 
ske first saw it in tbe dim lig 
or tbat tbe rattling of cbaii 
of tbe bridge, tbe ecboes ol 
as it rolled over tbe vault 
nnderneatby and tbe crowd o 
bearing torcbes in tbeir bac 
it in tbe inner court, sbould 
ber beart witb terror, and co 
in ber worst suspicions, 
natnre of tbe treatment sbe \i 
receive from its owner, igno 
Btill was of bis real name, or 
pose for \rbicb be bad coi 
Litber. 
Tbe fact nf ^ - 
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case could only be looked npon as a 
prison. In tbis dilemma a youug cava- 
lier, masked so as to prevent any future 
récognition of bis person on her part^ 
came forward, and in tbe most gentle and 
respectful terms, besougbt her to aligbt, 
were it only for a few minutes, in order 
to take tbe rest and refresbment sbe so 
evident]y needed, after tbe fatigues of tbe 
day. Sootbed by bis manner, Madame 
de Miramion ventured to make some 
inquiries as to tbe name and rank of ber 
nuknown captor, and be at once mentioned 
M. de Bussy, a friend and near relation 
of bis own, as tbe person by wbose con- 
trivance sbe bad been brougbt to '* De 
Launay." 

Tbe name was not calculated to réassure 
her. M. de Bussy was ah-eady known 
to ber, as one of tbe vaiuest and most 
dissipated men in Paris, but wben tbe 
masked cavalier furtber added, tbat so far 
as he understood tbe matter, sbe bad beau 
brougbt bitber witb ber own consent, 
and under tbe appearance of force, in 
order to avoid tbe opçoaiUo^ ^"i ^^^ 
familj io the match, md\^\i^\i\oTL %^\'^V 
better of fear, and Bhe ^e\ieme\x>X^ ^^e^^^^ ^ 





UFE OV 

)iily llint sLe never Lnd conBenled, 
.liii't bLû iitvur woLild coiiaetit lo a, 
iiifîe with a nian, «Lo Liid iicLcil bo 
niid trcncljerous a paît iu Lcr regnrd. 
long RÎloiJce fulluwci) lliis asseilion, 
t liiBl tlio yourg ]u]i;^'lit atiid gtutly. 
Vu are liera twti biiudrcil gcnlltmen, 
iciiils or cdimcutioiis of llie Comte de 
j', atid pliduoil to aid liim iu bia 
[irise. KcvcrlLclcBR, if lLii]{,'S be a.» 
ay, niid lliiit ïm reiilly lins Uioiigbt you 
1- nf;aiiiBt jour own couaout, I, ia 
liiitie ol' nll my comrndcs, ciii;ai;e to 
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furniture, (lie only articles ît contained 
bein^, curiously enongh^ a brace of pistols 
wbicb bad been left tbere by accident. 
Madame dq Miramion seized npon tbem at 
once, and baving ascertained tbat tboy were 
loailed, sbe kept tbem close to ber elbow 
during tbe remainder of tbo evening. Find- 
ing tbat sbe persîsted in remaining in 
tbis dreary abodé, tbey ligbted a fire, and 
did ail tbey conld to mako ber comfort- 
able, ber own valet bringing in tbe 
cnshions of ber carriage, in order tbat sbe 
migbt repose npon tbem. Sbe positively 
refased to be sèparated from ber maid, 
and tbey were obliged, tberefore, to allow 
tbe latter to enter and remain for tbe rest 
of tbe nigbt witb ber mistress. 

Jmmediately afterwards, tbey served np 
a BQmptnous snpper, bat sbe put dish 
after disb aside, declarîng calmly tbat sbe 
bad made up ber mind from tbe begin- 
ning, neitber to eat or drink nntil sbe bad 
been restored to freedom. Âlarmed by 
ber determined résistance, tbe gentlenaen 
wbo bad aided de Bassy in bis nnlawful 
enterprise, entered one aCiet ^x^^'^^'^ \s^^ 
ber présence, eiide«^o\vcvcL^ %Qr«^^ ^^ 
lenaceB, some V)j eii\»Te^Mv^^ ^^ ^ 



Kut, flud to agrée to an immédiate 

wilb tlieir leader, He took 

3ver, not to oppenr Limself at 

n<; tbat lier iudigaation would 

ielf harmIesBiy od bis frieiids, 

(. appeased by tbeir eulreaties, slie 

1 bottoi' mooJ to liuteu wben 

nild judge it prudent and neâdful 

liia owu caase iu porsou. Tiiair 

bowever, were liy no means 

e ; and iistonisbod nnd anrrry at 

6 duterniinatioii bIju disphtycd, 

ibo gordian- 
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with him at once, consentedi ihongti 
reluctautljy to see bim. 

He came accordingly, not alone, how- 
ever, but Burroundcd by bis friends and 
foUowers, and tbrowing bimself on bis 
knees after tbe approved fasbion of tbe 
time^ besought ber pardon for ibeyiolence 
of wbich be bad bcen gnilty in ber regard. 
Madame de Miramion rose instantly from 
tbe cusbions upon wbich sbe bad been re- 
clining, and looking bim full in tbe face, 
declared witb a grave earnestness, wbich 
mnst bave convinced bim, if be were not 
convinced aiready, of tbe hopelessness of 
bis suit. " M. de Bussy, I swear before 
the living God, your creator and my own, 
that bappen wbat may I will never be 
your wife !" 

Tbe words bad scarcely passed her 
lips ère exbausted completely by fatigue 
and terror, sbe fell back faintîng and 
insensible on ber coucb. Â physician 
wbo cbanced to be staying at tbe fortress 
was sent for in hot baste, and be declared 
at once that ber puise was failing rapidly, 
and tbat life itself was in dswi^^ ^^s«i. 
exbausfcion. A de&Wn ^\îv2^ "«^ "^ "^^ 
oftbe Jaw might W^e >ûeca\^^^^ '^ 
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irder, fnrmcd no parL of do Basay'» 

liions wllh rogai'il to Ma piisouer. 

noi', bail by Itiia Umo renchod 

I Llini. sis liuiiilrud of Iho men of 

î," li^tviiig lioiiid of bel' abduction, 

[uni'cbiii^ lo tlia loi^cuo, niid feuliag 

Inced, beaide, tbit eveu wiLbont buo^ 

|ber beroJo firiiiiieBS niast. bnQlo bin 

oiid, aod doiid nr nlivo delivcr lier 

bia batiiln, bo roHutvud to malce a 

of lU'ccssiLy, aud l'catoro bcr bica- 

intiiniion ba annonncad tlio ma- 
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liaving gaincd bor point, she consenterl ou 
en tô ring tlio carriage to swallow a couple 
of eggs, positivcly doclining any more 
solid nourishmonf., in lliô fear ihat ife 
inigbt contain an opîuLc. Tbo draw- 
bridge was ibcn lofe down, ibe carriage 
rollcd slowl}' ont of tbe conrfeyard, and sbe 
Wîia onco moro on ber way io froedora. 
Tbe young knigbfe of MalLa, wilb iwo 
of bi8 conipanions, bad bcen appoinfeed by 
de Bussy as boi* cscoife, and be took 
advantag<3 of bis posl al tbo carriage door 
io use ail liis cbiqucnce in excases for bis 
brotber. Madame do Miramion listened 
to bini witli apparent cahnness, bat still 
indignant at tbe trealmcnt sbe bud re- 
ceivcd ; sbe refiiscd to give any promise 
wbicb migbt provent ber from seeking 
hereaftcr to pimisb bini by légal pro- 
ceodings for bis crime. He was still 
urging tbe point, wben tbey arrived 
witbin sigbt of " Sons," and net daring, 
after ail tbat bad occnrred, to enter tbe city, 
be caused tbe borses to be anbarnossed, 
and after salating Madame de Miramion 
politely, rode back as fast as be conld 
witb bis compauiouE widi %«ch^3sNs^^s^ ^^^^ 



it, and feeliug incapable 
step furtber, she entered 
slie met with after passing 
implored shelter for the ni^ 
readily accorded, and wh] 
was being prepared for hei 
tbat tbe whole town was in t 
conséquence of tbe forcible £ 
lady by one of tbe court 
tbat by command of tbe Qi 
a régiment of soldiers was a 
arms, in order to marcb t( 
Sbe bad just strengtb to t( 
sbe was tbe lady wbose libe: 
imperilled, and to entreat 
quaint tbe autborities "'^*^ ' 

at\f\ il-»"- 
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for tbe pnrpose of aidîng in her resene, 
flew at once, witk her cousin, tbe Âbbô de 
Marsîlly, to tbe bouse wbere Bbe bad 
taken refuge. 

Firm as sbe bad sboWn berself in tbe 
bonr of danger» ber strengtb gave way 
wben there was no longer any occasion for 
exertion, and sbe fainted tbe moment tbey 
entered ber cbamber. As soon as sbe 
bad recovered berself a little, sbe asked 
after ber motber-in-law, left so cruelly 
bebind in tbe forest of Livry. Tbey told 
ber tbat sbe also bad done ber duty 
nobly, baving made ber way as best sbe 
could on foot to tbe nearest village in 
tbe forest, and despatcbed messengers 
from tbence to Paris, in orderto notify tbe 
fiact of ber daughter-in-law's abduction to 
her family. Tbe men sent on tbis errand 
bad gone so fast, tbat by tbe time sbe 
berself reached tbe city in a cart, tbe 
only vebicle tbe poor villagers could place 
at ber disposai ; M. de Bubelle bad already 
obtained an order from tbe Queen Begent, 
for tbe rescue of bis sister, and bad set 
ont for Sens in order to enforce it« Ha 
had but just arrivoA, wÀ ^^^ \tf5c5is^S^^ 
engagea ia marô\iûW\x\% >îûa ^^^^ï«^ ^^^ 
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ing to the coart-facLion^ and illo faraîlied 
of ''de BoniiGau** aud " Miramioii*' a«ii 
Hatarally siding witb the Parliatucnt, ail 
future attempt afe modiation on the part 
of the prince, would of course havo bcen 
made in vain. What princely policj, 
bowever, had been nuablo to effuct, a 
single act of generosity on the part of 
''de Bussy" accomplished for him in a 
moment. In the civil war wliich folio wed, 
the chiefa and nobles of Franco, instoad of 
marching unitod against a fbroign foe, 
fpund themsëlvea arraycd ono against the 
other, and in a position conseqncntly 
to avenge themselves on any of their 
numbor who had either wonndod thoir 
pride, or pat a chock upon their ambition. 
Acting upon tbis priuciple, the leaders 
upon botli sidcs took far more liood of 
their owii persoaal piquoà and projudices, 
than of tlio real iuteresis of tho party thoy 
lyere supposed to serve, and reprisais 
became the order of the day ; ho who had 
succeeded in vanquishing bis foo, iiiva- 
riably sacking bis castle, and carryiug off 
its spoils at tho risk of ensuring the uame 
fate for his own aboâiÇk \\i^ 'cLt^\»Mv\s^'5. ^^s>s^ 
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fortune of war shoald decki 
him. 

TLô Chalean de Uiibelle near 
tlio propevty or Madame de 
cliaucud to be threnlened with 
Hud de BiisBj, wbo wub in tbe i 
liood in cominaiid of somo of 
truops, Itearing of ils dan^^er, 
doHpulcbod a régiment at bis o< 
to préserve it from rain. 

It WQB impoBuible lo carry on 
afler siiub au act as tbis, atit 
Miramioti, wbo 
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CHAPTER V. 

TLis adveutare^ whîch seemed at first 
BÎght likely to bave plunged Madame de 
Miramion, even against ker will, into ail 
the dangers and frivolities of court life, 
as tbe ^ife of De Bussj, ended in fixing 
her tbougbts and résolutions upon Ood 
alone : so wonderfully does He control 
tbe destinies of His créatures» so easily 
does He turn aside tbe weapons of men 
and compel tbem» even wbile tbey are 
Beeking to frustrate His designs» to aid on 
tbe contrary and to basten tbeir fulfil- 
ment ! 

In the silence and solitude of ber sick 
cbamber» sbe had ample time for re- 
flection, and sbe gradually learned to 
consider M. de Bussy's attempt against ber 
liberty, as a ^arning to break more 
entirely tban sbe bad bitberto done mih 
the world. In pursuance of tbis idea sbe 
had no sooner recovered her bealth» tban 
sbe besought péfmisaiouot Vist ^^^[rGLSs:^s^^ 
to retire for a timô îuW ^ Çko\i^c«^> "^^è^^ 
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iicflBUie npon tLcm as a. means o 
iiii; iLiiy fiti-tlier violence ou Lis part 
iM it viry cunimiiu pmcticQ anioui 
. Llirii, t(j ruliro for wetks and cvei 
liM iijlo l'db^ioiiH liouxuB, where tbe; 

[imyliso « degico of pvuyer ani 
ini, nii.l oiijoy nu amonnt of pion; 
1.1k, inconii»itib1o wilL tLeir oïdinar 
H iii Llm woi'lU ; Madame de Miramîoi 

iKil IlicRfore lie accuaed of affecta 
in mii.iilinf,' tliis plan, and ber (uraih 
iH ivi'ii iiioiu Uiiin elie did a secom 
i|il, («lii.'li il) lIiemiriiHion of llioK. 
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towards a life wLich iii ils carly vidow^ 
Lood bore Bonie rc8embl:mco to her own. 
Everjlliiug tbereforo iu tbc convcut plcascd 
lier, its bumiliution rcjoiccd, ils auBtcrilios 
cbarmed ber in a wuy iio cartbiy doligbts 
bad evcr done, and if nbe bad been frce 
to follow bcr own wishcK, sbe would 
probttbly ncver npiin Imve Icffc it save to 
join tbe Carmélite onler, towards which 
ail ber lifutime sbo seoDiB to bave been 
Btrangely drawn. Tliis was jant wbat ber 
family niost fcared and ropiidiated, and 
accordingly tbey never left bcr any peace 
Qntil she coiisented, afler a résidence of 
six montbs at St. Mairie's, to retum to 
tbe abode of ber busband's parents. 

Long bofore sbo left tbe convent, sbé 
had, bowever, already made up ber miiid 
on tbe very point upon wbicli their wishcs 
utrere most likoly to be at variance witb 
her own, baviug qaite resolved to follo\7« 
tbe advice of St. Paul, and to remnin a 
*' widow indeed/' for tbe sweet sake of 
Christ. In vain, tberefore, tbey pressed 
one good alliance after anotber upon ber 
for ber favourable considération. M. de 
Capmai'tin, a neat ï«\«tà:^^ ^^^ \5Kt. ^!'^^ 
hasbaud, even go\ii{^m iKt^^'^ ^x^*ss»55 



&me family, and actoally residiDg 
tie Bam6 roof as hcrself. But sbe : 
rifled with his wisbcs, or with the 
f Ood, wbicli sLe feit contiunally 
er to anotber kind of life, and 0| 
n anstero silence to aU bis entreati* 
bsolately refusing to see bim save 
resence of others, sbe prayed i 
rbile with earnest tears to God tl 
r'oold Toacbsafe to deliver ber fr( 
•ainful state of donbt in wbicb sbe 
lerselfy by giving ber some positive 
nce of His Will in ber regard, 
irayer was beard^ and npon tbree d 
eoasions Ood gave ber so clearly to 
tand tbat He was callin^ ber to F 
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onr "Lord, 'when being in prayer before 
ihe Blessed Sacrament Ood seemed to 
speak as it wer6 in the interior of ber 
80ul, tenderly reproacbing ber witb ber 
difiBdence in trusting berself to Him, and 
ending in some sucb words as tbese : 
'' Am I not powerful enoagb to keep thee 
eafely in any state I cboose tbee to adopt ? 
— wby tben tbese long delays in giving 
tbyself entirely to Me, Wbo bave already 
given Myself so entirely and unreservedly 
to tbee?" 

Tbese words seemed to penetrate ber 
wbole being, and sbe remained afterwards 
body and soûl so absorbed in prayer, 
tbat wben tbe bonr came for closing tbe 
cbarcb at nigbt, tbe person cbarged witb 
tbat office was obliged to remind ber tbat 
it was time for ber to leave it also, if sbe 
did not wisb to be sbat np tbere till 
moming. On tbe feast of tbe Epipbany, a 
few days afterwards, sbe went once more 
to pray in tbe same cburcb. Tbere, being 
still in doubt, notwitbstanding ail tbab 
had occurred already as to ber future con- 
duct, sbe besougbt God xopre earnestly 
tban ever, to tell bet ^\i^\» ^>i\ ^^ ^^^^ 
bave ber to givô oïx \.\i\^ ^^1 v^^^^ *^^ 

6 



2art — luis 1» buu viiâj i^Aiv -. ^ 

lis I will havo, wbole and eatin 
itlionl any reserve or division 
t-eaturcf?." 
Il ^Yas impossible to doiil>t tbe 
f tbo révélation, and unablo any 
3 resist tbe promptings of Divine 
bo v^eut al once to bor director ai 
im A\bat bad bappencd. He advii 
a conséquence to makc a rctrcafc 
onvent of tbe Sœurs Grisos, tbe 
irncd by Madllc. Ic-Gros, tbo fric 
piritual danj/btcr of St. Vincent o 
n ordcr in tbe first place to arri^ 
.boroiigh undcrstanding of God's 
ler regard, and in tbe ncxt, to 
^/Nvo/iif fnv it.q rnlire fiilfilmeut. 
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Bbc or tho clergymcn wbom she afterwards 
consiiltcd, ono of them beiDpf St. Vincent 
of Paul bimself, could any longer enter- 
tain ilonlit on tbo sabjcct. It was in tbe 
middlo of tbo nigbt, and (as if to prove 
tbat imagination bad no sbaro in tbe 
revclation) from ont of a dccp sleep, tbat 
Ho cbosc to intimate for tbo tbird time 
His plcasuro in bcr regard. Sbo was 
ewakencd by Bomotbing bko a Bbarp blow 
ou ber sbouldcr, aud fancying it was one 
of tbe ninters como to call ber, startcd np. 
Tbo room was ail a-Iigbt as if witb tbe 
morning san, and supposing from tbis 
circumstanco tbat 8bo liad over-slept tbe 
usual boar for rising, sbo was preparing 
buiTÎcdly to drcss, wbcn a voice, that voice 
wbicb she bad already bcard twice before, 
distiuctly said, **Bc not astonisbod ! It 
is I, tby Lord and Master, Wbo addressos 
tbee !" Fillcd witb awe and lovo sbo flung 
berself npon ber kuees, aud iu tbat bumble 
posturo listencd to sucli eounsels as God 
never givos except to Ibose wbom He bas 
predestined to great sanctit3\ ** Tbe time 
bad conie/' Ile said, *' the moment bad 
arrivcd wben to dou\)\» \îo\5\Wi^ ^^'«^^«^^'^î^'* 
i/ it were not woxaQ. ÏLe^ \i^^ âaof^'^^^^ 
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more especîally in the b< 
He asked in exchange, wi 
heart — ber whole beart. 
it mi^bt be, it was no 
God !" 

Her first tbougbt as 
tbese words of almost tend 
ber Creator, was one of gi 
— ber next was of diffideiic 
wbicb tbe Saints ever feel 
first to comprebend tbat 
tbem to do great tbîngs 
But wben after a moments 
bulf loving, balf reproving, 
dost tbou fear ? Am I no 
enongb to npbold tbefl 9''- 
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had filled tbe room passed snddenly away^ 
and sfae fonnd herself to her great sarprise 
in darkness. Up to tbat moment, so 
little bad ebe been dreaming of tbe mira- 
cnlons, sbe bad simply concladed tbat 
tbe ligbt snrronnding ber bad been tbe 
effect of tbe morning son. Tbe vision 
nevertbelesB mnst bave occnrred at a very 
early bonr of tbe nigbt, for sbe spent 
Bome bours longer upon ber knees in fer- 
vent prayer, and tbe cborcb clock etnick 
tbree ère sbe lay down once more npon 
her bed, to rest, if possible, bat not as may 
easily be believed, to sleep. After sncb an 
admonition as tbis, delay conld no loDger 
be permitted or eojoined, and on tbe 2nd 
of Febrùary following, sbe pronounced 
witb tbe consent of ber director and of St. 
Vincent of Paul, tbat vow of cbastity 
wbicb bonnd ber to ber Divine Spouse 
for ever ! 

Sbe made no secret of tbe fact, taking 
care on tbe coutrary to prove to ber own 
family, by certain altérations in ber attire 
and comportment, tbat ber resolution 
against a second marriage was irrévo- 
cable. 

It waa an âge ot Wtot^ » ^'«^^^vSi^c^ xa 



^.,<*.xo, coyercd 

ened witb gold aud silv( 
over even wiLli jewcls, eit 
value in tbcraselves, or l)€ 
mous valuo by tbe profuj 
tboy woro cmi)Ioycd. 

AU ibis Madame de 
nouDCcd afc once, ber drosi 
compoRod of some commoi 
stuflf, and sbo nevcr wore si 
latter faol may seem of su 
now, yet it was a source o 
tion in ibose days, and p 
no small annoyance to be 
silk bein^ appropriatcd aln 
rank, and tbe woman wbo ( 
tberefore, naturallv aû«*v.;« 
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beoomo one if retained in the state of 
grcater perfection 8ho was about to entor. 
Liko St. Teresa, sho carcd for ** tbe 
wLitencss of her hands," and tho " soft- 
ness of her liair." Slic lovçd pcrfames, 
moreovcr, and took pleasnrô in tho rich- 
ncss and bcanly of tbc funiituro of hor 
apartmcuts. It did not at flrst occnr to her 
tbat there was auy ucccssity for rotroncb- 
ment in tbeso matters. lu rcnonnciug 
dross Bho bail rcnoaucod, as sbc considered, 
ail tbat coald makc her attractive to the 
world, sbc forf^oii tho sceondary danger 
of makiug it in its turn attractive to her, 
by snrroondiup^ bersclf with tho laxuries 
of its élégant easo. 8t. Francis do Sales, 
with ail bis tendorncss, becamo sovere in 
Buch matters with any of hid ponitenta 
who aspirod to perfection, and with good 
reason; tho more gi-atification of the 
sensés implied in such indulgences, being 
suiîlcient to destroy tbe wholenegs of tbe 
Bacrifico by wliich tho crcaturo seeks to 
make herself, and her human inclinations 
a holocaast to God ! 

Madame de Miramîon had yet to learn 

tbis trutb, and evcn Y/'kVVû \îQi\m\i'^^^^'^'^ 

the dresa ot a pooï Yîomwx, ^'^ \iXû^\^'^ 
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lier tisitors in her own cl 
on her bed, wfaicb she ns 
pose instead of a sofa. 
Ler sleeping apartment ^ 
fornished as if it bad been 
and tbe bed, purposely 
striking object it cootain 
in a sort of gilded alcove^ 
platform as if it bad been 
Bunnonnted by a baldequi 
tbe riebest materials to be 
Madame de Miramion c 
be hnng'in velvet^ black f 
never erep dreaming tbat c 
beneath «'"'praetioe so comi 
riob persans, sbA *^^^' - 
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nnderstood the natnral élévation of Ler 
Bouly and felt tbat Le coald nse a holy 
liberty in fais stricinres on her cbndact, 
He made no disparaging remark, however, 
bnt jast as fae was leaving, fae asked re- 
speclfully to be permitted to see Ler real 
cfaamber. '' Mon Père/' sLe answered a 
little astonisbed at ibis reqaest. '^ Tbis 
is my real apartment. I bave none but 
tbis !" '^Pardon me, madame," be ans- 
wered simply, and yet perbaps witb a dash 
of gentle satire in bis manner, ** but I can 
bardly believe it even now, for I never 
dreaméd tbat a Christian widow could like 
to 9arr<»Qnd berself witb so macb magnifia 
eence !" 

"A Cbrîstîan widow!" Tbe ''widow 
indeed" of St. Paul! tbat was sufficieut! 
Next day ail tbe bangings of velvet Lad 
disappeared, and curtaius of plain gray 
clotb bad taken tbeir place. SLe mast 
bave told tbis reproof long afterwards to 
her family, but sLe said notLiug to tLem 
at tLe time, leaving tLem to blâme ber 
as mucb as tbey pieuse» and iLis no doubt 
they did, tbe cbauge being so sudden tbat 
in tbeir ejes it muât YiaNô \o^^\X:î^^ ^ 
mère caprice» 



I 



immolatiou of ail vaui 
by cnttinfy ofF hor long 1 
of a pecnliar and most 
and growing in great aban< 
been eousidered ono of h( 
beanty, 

Tkis aet bronght, as mi 
a freah shower of railloi 
Btrances on her head. *^ 
her friends asked impatie 
màny oUiers did, a pioi 
making Lcrsclf ridiculous 
Uko abeggarf** 

Undonbtcdly abo conid 
felt it as woll as thcy did 
and foU «inw**^-'- 
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beyond iho routine of a merely pions life, 
and thcrcforo, that God woald demand 
plcdgcs of flâclity from hcr, ^bich He 
woDld not bavo rcqnircd^ bad ber state 
bccu lowcr. Sbo kuow tbat if He is a 
loving God, Ho bas doclared Himself a 
joaloQS God as wcll, and she tberefore, 
pcrfoctiy nnderstood, tbat as a mère 
xnatter of juslioe tbe soal wbich He calls 
to entire union witb Himself, will be 
reqnired to die from tbe vcry outset 
visibly and outwardly as well as inviaibly 
and interiorly to créatures, in order tbat 
no one may- mistake ber vocation, or seek 
to rob ber Creator of tbe heart wbicb He 
bas cbosen for His own« 

Tbis considération rigbtly interpreted| 
is in fact tbe key to many of tbose deeds 
wbicb men witb a compassionate sbrug 
of tbe sboulders, are pleased to nick- 
name tbe *^ pious extrayaganco of tbe 
Saints,'' regardless of tbe fact proved over 
and over again by tbo expérience of âges, 
tbat extravagant as sucb tbings may secm 
to tbe génération wbicb sees tbcm, tbey 
become acts of sublimest wisdom in tbe 
estimation of tbat Vî\\\ç^i I0\ck^^^ vist^ 
whicb ia privileged to xeaOi VîsxW^^s^ "^"^ 





LIFE or 

Gcid ehede over the graves of thos 
bme Btooped to BDcb Iieroic foUy fo 

dame âe MJramion allowed ber mock 
ml cdiBorB to say wbat ihey pleaae^ 
er ttttempting to défend or explaii 
uolivea; iievertfaeleSB, calmly aa ah 
reà the outcry, nhe acknowledged t 
irector, tliat ebe fellit most Beverely 
oolt refuge in a life of active cbarity 
iijg Bucb an exceBS of zeal and energ; 
b work, BB wonld bave exbanated bai 
and Boiil at the very ontaet, if Le 
RHOr had Eot iutorfered. Ferbapi 
iii-il eiiLliusiusiu or Be!f-will, or par 
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which she had began to find real coq* 
Bolation. He told her plaiûly*thafc tbe 
work of God mnst be accomplisbed in ber 
own floal, before sbe coald Tenture to offer 
herself to tbe aid of otbers* Sbe was still 
Bo yonngy and bo mncb a novice in trae 
dévotion, tbat even tbe excitement of 
cbarity mîgbt prove prejudicial to tbe 
spirit of prayer> wbicb it sboald be tbe 
first object of ber life to establisb in ber 
Boal. Ify as seemed likely, sbe was called 
to tbe di£Eicalt task of leading tbe life of 
a nnn in tbe midst of tbe world, sbe 
would, as a necessary conséquence, bave 
to repel its solicitations, even wbile ex- 
posiug berself to its dangers — to be in it» 
and yefc not of it — bidden interiorly in 
God, yet acting and moving externally 
among His creatnres-^and for sucb a 
vocation as tbis, a greater grâce almost 
V70uld be required, tban for tbat of a 
cloistered sister. Moses bad spent forty 
days npon tbe monntain, before giving tbe 
law to tbe people of Israël ; our Divine 
Lord Himself bad devoted tbirty years 
to Nazaretb, for tbe tbree wbicb He bad 
employed in preacbing, aud >N\t»k ^wr^K 
exawples as tbeBô \>dox^\i«t^ V^^^^'è^ 



\ 
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AUbare» When sho had &r 
Ood in faer own soal by a 
of prayer and recollection 
présence, tben, but nob \ 
migbt hopo to scrvo Him t\ 
to berself and otbersiu tbe \ 
créatures» It required son 
give sach advice, and to c 
carecr of ebarity at a moment 
seetbing over witb bnmau mi 
to cry aloud to ail ber citizen 
but it must bave i-equired c 
obey it, as Madame de Mira mi 
ont a murmnr or romonsl: 
next year was spent in unbro 
and devoted completelv to r^-- 
ance. TT'*** 
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form raihcr of a reqnesfc tban a command'' 
—and " lo acccpt tbeir service in a spirifc 
of interior gratitude, as if it liad bcen an 
act of cbarity fçratuitously rendered" — " to 
embraco bamiliation witb hoth bands/' as 
an inestimable treasnre con&ded to ber 
keeping-— " to cbeck every conyersation 
tending, bowever indirectly, to ber own 
laudation" — " to receivo tbose wbom ebe 
knew bad spoken or done evil tbings 
agaiust ber» exactly as sbo woabl bave 
douo, bad Bbe been ignorant of tbeir mis- 
doing" — ** to mauage so tbat peace and 
union slionkl bo tbe resuit of ber en* 
deavours aftcr a more peifect life, instead 
of tbe discord wbicb too oftcn flows from 
ill regulated dévotion '* — *' to be patient 
vfith bersclf and ber own defects, sub- 
initting cboerfnlly to any bumiliation 
tbey migbt bring upon ber," aud lastly, 
•' to exercise tbe self-samo cbarity in re- 
gard to ber neigbbours, beariiig tbeir 
weaknesscs and sbort comings, exactly in 
tbe same spirit and for tbe same motives 
as sbo endured ber own/' tbese are virtues 
wbicb may seem less bcroic tban scourge 
or bair-sbirt, but wbicb enter fa.^ «Lot^o. 
deeply into the BpuVW^Xvl^^ ^o.x^sivw^'^^ 



ubteu lor tbe wife and m 
the cloistered maiden, and at 
even more so among tbe ri 
the poor — virtues wbich bec 
verj minnleness and of tbei 
hourly demands upon the 
a persévérance more beroic : 
mn than beroism itself — virti 
wbich once tbey bave becom< 
the sonl are certain to elevate 
its station in tbe world may 
only true dignity of man — ^bii 
a Saint of God ! 

During tbis year's retreat, 
Miramion was permitted by I: 
to add pcnance and mortiâcf 
small /!/>«■-'*'• ^- " 
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a way, that in the day time they could bo 
folded up and put ont of sight, while lier 
bed remained as carefully arranged as if 
it had realiy been the place of lier uigbtly 
slumbers. 

Twelve montbs, the time appointed by 
ber director, passed away in tbe uuremit- 
ting practice of tbese virtues, and baviug 
proved by tbis long obédience bow com- 
pletely ebe was actuated by tbe Spirit of 
God in ail ber desires, be gave ber leave 
at last to follow tbem ont by engaging 
in a life of active benevolence. Sbe was 
iiamed almost immediately afterwards, 
Treasurer of tbe Society of St. Vincent of 
Paul, an office requiring not only inde- 
fatigable zeal, but a good bead besides for 
business. Never in trutb were bead and 
heart and open band more ueeded tbau 
tbey were just tben, to stem tbe flood of 
misery which bad burst upon tbe land. 

Tbe wars of tbe Fronde bad laid waste 
tbe country and destroyed tbe barvests, 
and people deeming tbeir only safety 
to be in strong walls, flocked in crowds to 
tbe fortified towns, and more especially 
to Paris. Tbey eveu Xïyow'^^xX» n^x€\s^ ^'î>^.^'^ 
whh tliem, and UxU o^Çi^^Vxve^ ^'^ VN^x^^^^>2 
7 



queiices, famine and disease. 

luto tbis vortex of mîsery, Ma 
Miramion plonged at once. Slie 
over tbe sick nigbt and day, e 
8ome montbs at tbe Hôtel Dien^ 
express purpose of regulatiiig tbe 
ance on invalida, and training o: 
tbe same duty. Sbe visitcd tbe 
tbeir own bouses, relieving tl 
private, wbo were too sbanie-fa< 
wbose day of prosperity bad b 
récent, to admit of tbeir receivii 
in public, wbile tbe less scrupule 
of niendicants sbe fed day by da; 
f(ates of ber own bouse during tb< 
lime tbe famine lusted, to tbe nui 
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more ILan compensated her for tke effort, 
»uà tke luere oceupatîon of distribu tiiig 
lljCBe alms, gave such exquîsite deligbt to 
lier Boul, tbat Bbe Avould sometimes in a 
i:pirit of penance resign it io otbera, 
BayÎDg witb serions playfulness, ^'It is 
BO great a pleasure io me, ibut I am oTor 
paid on tbe instant, and sball bave iio 
rigbt io look for any reward iu tbe uext 
life !'* 

Material evils, nnforiunately, were not 
ibe only or ibe worst calamities war 
brougbt npon ibe country, ibe almost 
total démoralisation of ibe wretcbed popu- 
lation Bubject to its influence, followiug, 
as a matler of course, in its train. Occii- 
pied continually in tbe siruggle and its 
cbances, ibe old gradually ueglected, and 
ai last forgot, ibe most essential practices 
of religion, and ibe young grew up in 
absolute ignorance of its teacbing. To 
remedy ibis staie of ibings, Madame de 
Miramion caused a nnmber of small mis- 
sions io be preacbed ai ber own expense, 
iu ail tbose towus and villages wbicli bad 
Buffered ibe most in tUe^ô ^\%\^i.>^;i'ec^^'^'^* 
,Not content ml\i UxVa, ^^ ^çi\iN.V«^^ 
freqaeutly round tiie euNi\xo\i% ^^^ x'^'> 



ûonses of tbe "Sœni« r- 
especial daty it is tot^u h 

vir ;Uk tï' ^'^^ ^ 

In tbe midst of thèse occt 
fu lier „,u) motber-iu-laV 

them to 1 grte.'^'""^' ««' 
and tlïv'"^"? 'r'^ «f tl^em 
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remédies, and annonnced her resolalion of 
leaviDg Lerself benceforth eutirely in tbe 
hands of God. Obédience compelled ber 
indeed to a reasonable care of ber général 
health, as tbe obvions means of retardiug 
tbe progress of tbe malady, bnt sbe refased 
ail local remédies, and positively declined 
to relax in ber babits of prayer and morti- 
fication, or to give np ber works of 
cbarîty. Sbe could not, bowever, refuse 
ber brotber's earnest entrealies, tbat as a 
last bope of recovery, sbe would try tbe 
i;raters of Bourbon. Twenty years later, 
Madame de Montespan made tbis spot 
tbe most fasbionable watering-place in 
France, but wben Madame de Miramion 
went tbere, it was merely a poor village, 
a *' place triste^' in tbe midst of a country 
** vilain et étovffé,** says Madame de 
Sevigiié, wbo cbose Vicby on ber own 
account, as being tbe brigbter and more 
cbeerful résidence. Perbaps it was for tbat 
very reason, tbat Madame de Miramion 
preferred Bourbon, v\rbicb witb its poverty 
and lack of famé, gave ber ample oppor- 
iunitiefl for the practice of ail tbe favourite 
vîrtues of ber Bonl. î>xm\i%>ûfc^ x'èfs^'e^^'^ 
tbere, in fect, aVie iwp^\veia.V^'«^'^ 

( 



otiaiice itself being made of tin or 
and ihe vestments of poor staffs, 
falling to pièces from ne«(lect and ( 
Slie employed every moment sh» 
spare from lier poor people tliere 
mendiug altar linen und old ves 
and making new ones ; and before 
the country, she bad provided 
chalices for ail tbose cb a robes wb 
hitherto been unable from poverty 
snre tbem. Sbe bad ample time fo 
mannal works of mercy, baving bc 
bidden wbile followîng tbe conrse 
^aters, to apply herself to mental 
Sbe contrived to make up for tbii 
don bowever, by keeping ber sou 
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io liiy dowD. But God aocepied of Ler 
good will, and spared a life predestined 
to do great tbiDgs for Him. The cancer 
wbich bad settled in bar constitution toc 
firmly for eradication, gave ber indeed tbe 
merit of djing daily by tbe intense agony 
it caased, but it never became an open 
wound^ and wbateyer its secret pangs 
migbt be, sbe bore tbem with beroic 
patience, never allowing tbem to be made 
an excuse for relaxing in tbose exercises 
of peuance and cbarity, by wbich tbe long 
years yet remaining to ber of ber pilgrim- 
age on earth, were to be sauctified in tbe 
sigbt of God and man ! 



CHAPTER VI. 

M. de Purnon, ber eldest brotber, 
marrying soon after ber return from 
Bourbon, set up an establishment for 
himself, and ber younger brotbers, who 
bad hitberto resided with him, earuestly 
requeated Madame àô^\x^\iv^^V^'^'^^^^S^ 
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one to whom every otLer went fo 
tby or advice. This reuDÎou unba] 
but of fibort du ration, for war 
out a little later, tbe youDg m 
compelled to join tbeir régiment, 
youDgest and best beloved, tbe 
ivbom ail bar lifelime sbe bi 
almost a motber, fell soon after\ 
a gallant assault duriug tbe siège c 
recies. In apparent anticipation < 
sucb misfortune, sbe bad persuade 
before leaving Paris, to make a 
wbicb tbey were mutually to inbei 
3acb otber. Tbis was virtually 
nberit berself, as witbout sucb f 

nent. tb^ -nmriûvfTT ^4? Al - ■• *• 
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Âfter her brotber*s deatli, Madame de 
Miramion fonnd ber chief consolation 
in ibe care and éducation of ber little 
dangbter. 

Tbis ebild, during the first years of 
her existence, bad been, froA tbe exceed- 
ing delieacy of ber bealtb, almost as 
tnacb a cause of anxietj to ber motber 
AS of deligbt. Tbe melancboly eveut by 
wbicb ber l)irtb bad been preceded, and 
the gloom wbicb in conséquence bad hnng 
aronnd ber cradle, seems to bave bad a 
very serions effect npon a naturally frail . 
constitution^ Sbe was a docile, pretty 
cbild, but sbe bad none of tbe reckless 
joy of cbildhood. "Paie and serions as 
a little nun/' sbe never laugbed, and was 
fieldom even seen to smile, a calm sweet 
fiadness, tbe reâection as it werè^ from 
ber motber*s brow, ever resting on ber 
own. Now at last, bowever, baving sur- 
mounted ail tbe ills attendant upon in- 
fancy, ber bealtb grew stronger, and sbe 
became tbe joy^ afi sbe bad ever been tbe 
jewel of ber motber's beart. 

To a certain extent Madame de Miramion 
felt ît her duty to samÎL(iekNi\i^V»V^l* ''\>c^^ 
opinion of those doja \ï^^ ysi^^xv^s^ "^^ 





LIFG OF 

r of coiiyentiial eiJucatïon, anil deem- 
jat aliG waa nctiiiR in ihû miitter for ' 
ilviiutage of Ijer cLiM, alie placed lier 
G coiiveiit nf ihe Visitation, wliere 
ail resiiled Lerself eome jeara before, 
wag a, cruel sepaiation, aiid sha 
ed fmm it cruellj— us cnially per- 
as lludiime de Sevifîiiô lierself, 
;!i sLe did not soluct) lierself Ijy 
If}; (iliiqueiit lûLLera on tlie " barbarie" 
ieb, in compHuiico witb Iba ciistoms 
.0 tiraes, sba {Jladume de Sevi{;iio) 
(lercd sliobiid bfifiii Ruilt.y. Neiiber 
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«d npon lier daiigliter's mind. Sbe 
eyen tanglit lier to keep an exact accoutit 
of ber pocket money, in order that she 
mîglit bestôw a portion with more unfail- 
ing regularity on tbe poor ; and wben sbe 
Baw tbat tbe little Marie eagerly cangbt 
«t tbis idea, sbe ventured one step fur- 
tber, poîntiug ont tbe meiît of occasional 
self-denial, in matters of dress and amuse- 
ment, in order to increase tbeir sbare. 
For sbe comprebeuded berself, and sbe 
wisbed ber daugbter tborougbly to coin- 
prebend tbe immense value of tbat cbarity 
wbicb is derived from personal privation. 
If the widow's mite was declared by Jésus 
t-0 be more precious in tbe sigbt of God, 
tban tbousands flung down ont of a super- 
flu! ty tbat never feels its loss, it was 
because of tbe idea of sacrifice implied 
in tbe donation. Tbis is iudeed tbe 
especial virtue of tbe poor, wbo never give 
excepting at a loss ; but it may and ougbt 
lo be practised also by tbe ricb, in tbe 
occasional- sacrifice of some expensive 
wbim, and for tbis reason Madame de 
Miramion encouraged ber daugbter to 
cboose every now and tben, a dress less 
rich or an ornameix\i \^^^ «rg^\iiv\<^ "Ciûsîsssi. 



_ «»«A uer teDderDet 
a délicate and only cb 
Bnffered Ler to omit ar 
she thougbt ber capable 
Contrary to tbe praetic( 
wboBO affection for tbeii 
often parely natural, tbe 
daugbter ranked first in b 
and its inleresls were neve 
lofit fiigbt of in ber cares 1 
welfare* 

She even accnstomed b( 
of tbe danger of infection, e 
tben to yisit in tbe bospiti 
ber joyfully on sucb occas 
member^ my daugbter, tbat 
hospitals i« ♦^"^ 
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once* It soon appeared, however, tliat God 
bad destîned ber io lead a good lif6 in 
ibe world instead, and from tbat moment 
Madame de Miramion applied berself even 
more earnestly Iban sbe bad done before, 
to prépare ber for tbe position sbe would 
bave to fill, and wbicb, iucluding as it 
didy tbe possession of great wealib, would 
be one of no ordinary danger. Tbe duty 
and joy of almsgiving, botb as a means of 
winniug beaven, and of preserviug tbe 
6oaI from ail nndue attacbment io money, 
sbe bad aiready impressed upon ber mind, 
nnd to ibis first lesson sbe now added 
many otbers equally important, and equaUy 
adapted to ber future position, as tbe 
bead of a large bousebold and immense 
estate. Knowing ber cbild*s natural bent 
towards piety. Madame de Miramion felt 
it less ber duty to incite ber to dévotion, 
tban to guard ber against tbe danger of 
znaking tbat dévotion wearisome to otbers. 
Sbe taugbt ber, therefore, to be devout 
and yet not to bury ail otber duties in 
tbat of prayer alone, but on tbe contrary, 
to make virtue attractive by tbe sweet and 
eguul temper in wbieb \\i ^v^'^ <i,^\\\<è.v!i, ^n;^^,^ 
aud by tbe iendet B^tci^^>\i^ >^\kv5^i^ >^ 



„.«,.* j AU net way, or " 
avoidance would Lave oanseï 
olhers ; yet even while advisîng 1 
descend thus far, sbe look can 
on tbe necessiiy of maiutainii 
own Boul, a positive dispositif 
yield one inch to tbe fascinalic 
ciety wben tbe question was bet\v 
and God. 

In tbe affaîr of ber own 
Madame de Miramion bad beei 
more by priuciples of religion, 
worldly ambition, aud sbe folk 
eame plan in cboosing a busbanc 
âaugliter. 

M. de Nesmond was tbe perso; 
àfter mucb conAî/î^*"»*''*" 
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oqnence of tbe innnmerable charities in 
^liicb it wa8 empîoyed, belonged far more 
the publio tban to bimself. lu iwa 
VLch familles as these^ tbere could be no 
eal joy unless tbe needy and unbappy 
lad been made sbarers in it, and Marie 
terself was tbe ârst to propose to ber 
ature busband, tbat tbe money (a tbou- 
and louis-d'or) wbicb be bad destined 
o purebase jewellery for bis bride, sbould 
»e bestowed instead upon tbe poor of 
^ris. Tbe proposition tallied so exactly 
ntb bis own tastes and babils, tbat it was 
oyfully aecepted, and tbe day accordingly 
i^bicb made Marie de Miramion bis mie, 
iras a day of rejoiciug to many a poor 
leserving family — tbe récipients of tbia 
)rincely bounty. 

Madame de Miramion on ber side 
nauguraied ber dangbter's marriage by 
i work of cbarity wbicb sbe bad long bad 
it beart. 

In ber visit to tbe Hotel-Diea, sbe bad 
>fLen fouud priests, wbom sickness and 
)overty bad driven to tbe bospitals, mixed 
ip witb patients of even tbe lowest class, 
bere heing no sepavalô \î«l\Ôl ^^^^vq^^^ 
}r Iheir réception- ïiWeâi V\NXi ^^^ ^^'^ 
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LIFE OF 

>r venovalion for tlie sûcerdotul cLa- 
r, sbe liiiil uever ceasfd Jameuting 
iuuougruiUca ûf tliia position, ttiid 
iiaiiy indignitieB to which it Bubjected 

wlio iu tho siglit and service of tlie 
. Higli, raiiked far above Uia princes 
lia wodd. Now, uided l>y tlie udvice 
aaaistunce of M. de LamoiguoD, ahe 
:iToiired to moet and in some degree 
tuiciiy tLo evil, by foundiiig a ward 
lied espocialiy forpriests. Sbe began 
liHtly by eatabbabiiig only two beda, 

tli^neiiHiiryiijovim^ibv^^ 
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best chance of happiness, to bestow bence- 

forlh npon ber busband. Mticlame do 

Miramion bad been more almost tban tho 

most loviiig of molbers to bor duughter ; 

for half an orpban as tbe lalter was eveu 

before ber birtb, sbe bad felt it bor dnty 

as well as ber best consolation, to siipply 

tbe loss by uuîting tbe streugtb of a fatlier's 

love to ibat of a molber's on ber child. 

Naturally, tborefore, tbe wbole bappiuess 

ôf ber existence was bound up in tlio 

yonng Marie, yet on tbe day wben sbe 

brougbt ber to ber bridai bonie, sbe found 

Btrengtb and grâce to say, as sbe left ber 

on its tbresbold : 

*' Remember, my daugbter, tbat after 

God your first tbougbt must be your 

bnsband. Love me still, but love bini 

more, for botb diity and reb'gion coinpel 

you to tbis préférence ! Obey bim in ail 

tbat is not sin, and condescend to ail bis 

reasonable wisbes. Siiould be, bow- 

ever, at any time, eiLlier from love of 

frivolous amusements or frora projects of 

self-aggrandizement, attempb to plange 

you deeper tban is compatible witb 

yôur duty as a cbild ç>Ç (i^vii^ SxNÎvsi vkv^ 

yortéx of the fasMon^JoV^ iOXx^'^ ^^ "^^ 
s 



please their Lnsbunds ; fc 
of the nanie, will respect 
and uot love ber less, wli 
slie adhères coDsisteiitly 
laid dowu for ber by bei 
Creator." 

With tbeso words, wbîc 
an ecbo in tbe beart and 
every mot ber wbo really wisl 
iiess of ber cbild, Madame 
departed from tbe Hôtel de I 
returned to ber now solitary 

Feeling berself freed at 
tbose duties wbicb bad bitb 
a restraint npon ber incl 
abandoned bersp^^ ^' 



T-_ 
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c]ear jadgment and a faith which never 
failed, Lad destined her for work impos- 
sible to be accomplished amid the re- 
straints of a cloister. 

St. Vincent of Paul, the great aposllo 
of public charity in France, confirmée! 
ibis jadgment by bis own, and Madame de 
Miramion, as a matter of course, sub- 
mitted. In yielding, bowever, outwardly 
to tbeir opinions, she inwardly resolved 
to be in ail tbings but tbe uame itself> 
a nun, and sbe rigidly kept ber word* 

It was an âge of great wickedness, but 
of great virtne also. If one balf of France 
set ibe fasbion of immorality, tbe otber 
gave an example of incomparable and un- 
compromising cbarity to the world. 

Possibly the last was accepted by a 
mercifnl Providence as a partial atone- 
ment for tbe miscbief accomplished by 
tbe first : and if the France of our days 
bas emerged or is emerging from the 
infidelity, which sowing ils seed so early as 
the reign of the fourteenth Louis, bore 
such fearful fruits afterwards at the epoch 
of tbe révolution, perbaps she owes it 
chieflj if not entirely Vo NXi^i V^^'^'k^^^ ^ 
gooà worka laid uç lox \i«i Vj ^^"^ ^^=^^ 



of ail tbe gigantio cbaritiefl 
Tbe first and most importar 
tbe nieasnre or immeasura 
work to be accomplisbed, a 
fact of its baving référence 
ratbér tban to tbe body, was 
the propagation of tbe faitb. 

Nearly a century of yearg 
away since St. Francis Xav 
preaobed tbe gospel of Jesi 
tbe nations of tbe east. 
him and were baptized, a 
doubtiess, of tbese bappy b( 
crown and glory at tbis moi 
Baint in beaven ! But ai' 
passed away to bis reward, 
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But in vain iLey abjnred their native 
land, in vain tbey baptized in tbeir blood 
tbe new conntries of tbeir adoption. Tbe 
fierce policy of tbe beatben baffled ail 
tbeir calcalations, and tbe foot of tbe 
missionary bad scarcely toncbed tbe sod 
ère be fell a victim to tbe inexorable 
decree of deatb already prononnced against 
Lim. To feed a stream tbus coutinually 
eut off almost as soon as it reacbed its 
destination I required not merely zeal and 
.Dumbers, tbese tbe cburcb bas ever at 
ber command, but fauds for tbe expenses 
of tbeir outiit, wbicb could ouly be bers by 
tbe generosity of ber cbildreu. An unani- 
mous and continuous effort on tbe part of 
Obristendoin was needed for tbis pur- 
pose, and France, ever so great in deeds of 
cbarity, bas tbe bononr of baviug been fore- 
inost in tbe work, Madame de Miramion 
being tbe instrument appointed by Divine 
Providence to bang tbis wreatb of true 
glory on ber brow. 

Toucbed by zeal for tbe bonour of God, 
and ûlied witb compassion for tbe déso- 
lation and loss of soûls conséquent 
npon tbe continuai mîot\.^\4û\û». ^^ ^J^^s^ 
men .who would Iidinjô àô^^XM. 'Ûj;iKssb&!^'^ 

à 



, ^iitnsLS of Lis own 

Limself and bis companio 
fiions of China^ and ihe Im 
Tbree of them were \\\}\ 
on ihe spot, and tbey ail n 
immediately to France, io m 
arrangements for tbeir joari 
de Miramion became at o 
zealous and efficient of assis! 
Sbe lent tbem lier conntrji 
Paris, and bere tbey ren}aii 
montbs preparing tbemselv^ 
and penance for tbeir wor 
released tbem of every temp( 
expended besides enormoas si 
on ail that could be useful t< 
wards in ♦l»'* ^'^ 
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costly cbarcli ornaments, being bnried be- 
yond bope of recovery beneatb tbe waves. 
It was ail to begiu over agaiu, and sor- 
rowfal but noi disbeartened, Madame de 
Miramion once more took up tbe burden. 

Sbe bad given so mucb from ber own 
pnrse already, tbat tbis time sbe was 
obliged to appeal to tbe publie to aid ber. 
Her first visit was paid to tbe Dacbesse 
d'Âignillon, tbat beautiful, witty woman, 
wbo in tbe lifetime of ber ancle, the 
great minîster of Louis Xllf., bad doue 
tbe bononrs of bis bouse for bim, forming 
herself tbe cbief attraction of bis brilliaut 
circle, but wbo since bis deatb bad retired 
completely from tbe world, and made it ber 
principal occupation to dispense in cbarity 
tbe enormous weallb sbe bad inberited 
from bim. Sbe bad entered witb zeal from 
tbe very first into Madame de Miramion*s 
désire to assist M. de Fallu aud bis 
bretbren, being among tbe few wbo bad 
contributed to tbe expédition from lier owu 
purse, and sbe was deeply disuppointed in 
proportion by its failure. 

*'Tben we are but unprofitable servants 
after ail," was bev &Y«»t» ^^^Vs^xsîL'cs.^k^^ ^>^ 
hearing of t\ie a\i\^^x^çNL> Vî^* "^^s^s^j^ 





LIFE 0¥ ^^^^^ 

îdiately nftei-wards sLe added cnlm] 
eitlieless wô raust not deapair. 
LuB doscâ Uns woy agaiust -aa, I 
loubtlcBS opeii aDoLÏiM-, aud a LetI 
Sûon. Pei'liaps after ail. He ii 
itk'd tLis in order to bnmble ua, 
iiig lis He bas uo need of oiir Bervic» 
1 éventa wo will not give up in dt 
but will stiive aud bopo to the ve 
-espectiufî ail tbiuga from Ei 
36 niercy ia oU infinité." 
.113 mutually aasistiiig and encou 
; eacb other, tbeae two zealo 
m Bucceeded at laat in aending ti 
onarica a second timo npou tlu 
One of tbe \\Mci- died of ftiLig 
B reaobiiig bis doatinatiou, but tl 
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pUecy of bis approacbing deatb, wbicb was 
jusliûed Boou aflerwards by tbe event 
itself. His slrengtb, be told Madame 
de Mîramion, was fuiling fast, and God 
seemed interiorly. to adniouisb bim, tbat 
a longer voyage was soon to be required 
of bim, tbau any wbicb be bad bitberto 
undertaken — namely, tbe voyage to eter- 
nîty. He tben mentioned some of tbe 
arrangements be bad just made for bis 
more distant missions, and ended by en- 
treating ber witb more tban usual earuest- 
ness to pray and procure tbe prayers of 
otbers for tbat great empire wbicb bad beeu 
committed to bis keeping, and for wbicb, ia 
accepting of its bisbopric be bad made bim- 
self responsible before God. Evidently, 
from tbe way in wliicb be speaks to ber of 
tbe work be was engaged in, be considered 
it as one most especially ber own. Aiid so 
in trutb it was ! By tbe éloquence and 
zeal witb wbicb sbe bad commeiided it to 
otbers, by tbe princely magnificence of 
tbe sum/i sbe bad poured out npon it, 
by tbe labour and weariness sbe lav- 
isbed on it, sbe bad made it almost ber 
own création ; and tk^Y^lotOk, 1^q\ss^ VLa 
diat&ut Blioiea wlxiÛxôTc Ùi^ \\<ûreiîv."^5aiôww^ ^ 



{ 



tation whicli by its alms of 
of prayer, enables him to wîn 
bimself and others, by carrying 
ard of Jésus Cbriat to tbe foi 
of tbe globe. 

Madame de Miramion did i 
her own country wbile tbus pr 
tbe wants of foreign lands. T 
inflicted on morality by tbe 
license of a time of war, filied 
witb sorrow- Paris especially b 
a very sink of wickeduess duriiig 
gles of tbe Fronde, and tbe i 
women dépendent for tbeir di 
on tbe depravity of their lives 
great at lask, tbat f.l»^ 
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religion* The poor wretcbes left tlieîr 
prison no better or rather worse^ban tbey 
bad entered it, and tlie same poverty 
whicb bad forced tbeoi before to sin, forc- 
ing tbem again to lis répétition, tbeir lives 
became a simple altemation between 
panisbment and crime. Madame de 
Miramion conld not see tbis state of 
tbings witbout longing to apply a remedy, 
and sbe easily obtaiued permission fromtlie 
magistrates to tiy wbat ber own personal 
exertions eould effect. Sbe bired a small 
hoase for tbe purpose, and bere sbe 
assembled seven or eigbt unfortunates 
wbo would otberwise bave been sent to 
prison, in order to see wbat impression 
eould be made upon tbem by a more 
gentle mode of treatment. 

Tbeir gênerai surveillance sbe confided 
to two prudent, pious women, wbo vvere 
cbarged never to lose sigbt of tbem nigbt 
or day, but tbeir religious instruction sbe 
reserved entirely for berself. Moutbs 
were devoted almost exclusively to tbis 
work. Sbe visited tbem continually, 
fjpending long bours in tbeir society, 
listening to ail tbey bad lo ^"a.^ ^c» l^^'t <i^ 
to each otber, aud Btuà^ViCk^ Çi-wt^lvJ^:^ "^^ 



KJUV «10T« 



lemptcd a propos of : 
lier advice npon them 
uccustomed them to spt 
conûdentiiilly before Le 
berself witli waiting qiii 
cbauce word or clrcumstan 
ber to turn ibe convers 
and as it weie by accideut, 
aflfair of ibeir owu salvatioi 
Even wbeu sbe bad adv 
sbe was careful, iusLead of 
raise tbem as macb as cou 
reasonaUy done iu ibeir o 
Bbe fully recoguiHcd ibe 
principle upon wbicb ibe 
"Bon Pasteur" 1»"'-' 
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)most in wickedness if in notbing else. 
* this reasou she tried to make virtne 
let and amiable in their eyes, long 
^re sbe attempted to point out tbeir 
1 déviations from its patb ; and once 

past bad been atoned for by a good 
fession, sbe endeavonred as much as 
dible to tbrow it into oblivion. Instead, 
refore, of tbe prison dress, wbicb would 
e reminded tbera continnally of tbeir 
radation, sbe clotbed eacb of tbem 
tly and even becomingly, according to 

original condition of life ; and reserv- 

puuisbment as a last alternative, sbe 
glit instead to win tbem to good 
lavionr by encouragement and per- 
sion. No sooner did any of tbem 
3 signs of real reformation, tban sbe 
onbled ail ber tenderness and care, 
iting ber fallen sister witb respect as 
l as affection, and tbus practically con- 
eiug ail, tbat if innocence bas especial 
ms to révérence, so also bas repent- 
ie — the first, because it is still uu- 
Ined, tbe last, becanse it bas wasbed 

its s tains for ever in tbe blood of tbe 
mb. 
ladame de MixanÀoiL "W^ "ûrf^* N^^^sss. 



IpDRnged upon tliia work of reforma- 

jre she discovered tliat in oïder 

lirry it oot completely, it would bo 

fui to divide ber penitenta iuto 

, and tbia for au obvious reaBon. 

»Dg aucli poor cieatnrea tbere ia 

a TDùtkeà diversity of disposition, 

I seemiDg to ÎDcline to evil bj their very 

wLilo oLliera bave fullen aa it wers 

l;ntally, Riid Boraetimcs even agninst 

ïislics into vice. Tlio latlcr 

of coufae, me susceptible ofn 

?rf(.'cLion to wliidi the former 
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was Amply prcmded to faciliiate tbeir pro- 
grese towards perfection. 

This double vork grew and pros- 
pered in her bands nntil, instead of seven 
or eigbt, tbe nnmber to wbicb sbe bad 
limited berself at first, bundreds were 
committed to ber care. It was tbe first 
iime encb a scbeme of reformaiion bad 
been attempted or even tbougbt of in 
Paris, bnt it sacceeded so admirably tbat 
tbe publie soon accepted of its existence 
as a great and indispensable addition to 
tbe cbarities of tbe âge, and contributed 
largely to its funds. Madame de Miramion 
watcbed over it nntil it was snfficiently 
well establisbed in gênerai esteem to be left 
to its own resources, and tben baviug 
written a proper rule of life for tbe inmates 
of eitber bouse, sbe banded over tbe new 
institution .to acommittee of management, 
in wbose cbarge it was ultimately to ro- 
main. Witb tbis foundation, sbe may 
be said to bave commenced ber life of 
public cbarity in France; sbe closed it 
years afterwards by anotber, wbicb tbougb 
very différent in its nature bad tbe same 
object nevertbeless in view — tbe extinction 
or diminiBhing o t \ice • lu ^^i^ ^qt^e^'^V'^^^ 



before tbey had be<]^n to geri 
•tbê buman beart. Tbe first id 
work came to ber almost by 
She was rctiirning laie one e^ 
ber own bonse, wben sbe cb 
meet a paity of young people 
sexes, cbatteriiig and laugbinp 
tbe almost deserted street. Soi 
girls were known to ber by name 
idea of ail tbe evil likely to flow f 
Qurestricted iutercourse, bowe\ 
cently begnn, struck sadly ou b 
Ail nigbt long sbe meditatod 
ail nigbt long sbe prayed for g 
wisdom to remedy tbe evil, an* 
time tbe dftv linrl rloxvnn/i i./^ 
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for their dangbters to speak to ibem aiso 

on thesabject; and witbout betraying any 

préviens knowledge of tbeir babits, sbe 

managed by skilfal qnestioning to obtain 

jast sacb a degree of information as 

seemed to give ber a rigbt to sermonize 

ibem a little. Having sbown tbem first 

tbe folly and mîscbief of an idle life, sbe 

ended by providing tbe remedy in tbe 

sbape of an invitation to spend a few bours 

every day at ber bouse, wbere sbe undor- 

took to bave tbem sufficiently instructed 

in needle-work to enable tbem after- 

ward to earn at no expeuse, and little 

trouble, a décent livelibood for tbemselves. 

Tbe girls were idle and tbougbtiess but 

not vicions, and tbey gladly accepted of 

tbe proposai. Her own bouse, bowever, 

proved insufficient for tbe purpose, and 

sbe bired anotber close at band, in 

wbicb sbe placed two mistresses, \ybose 

only daty was to instruct their pupils, and 

to superintend and control tbeir gênerai 

conduct. ïlie girls were to corne early 

and to remain ail day, tbeir bours of work 

being enlivened by tbe readiiig aloud of 

good and amusing books, and tbe siugiug of 

pioas canticles, willi oc(^mQ\i^ Sx^i^^xx^- 
9 



vfho had earned it saffieient 
work, supper was provided al 
eveiiing tbey returned to tbe 
a few orphans only, wLo we 
bomelesS; being permitted to s 
«house. 

The uliliiy of snch an est 
was so self-evident^ tbat botb 
and tbe poor people wbom i 
tended to benefit, appreciated 
at its fullest value, and similar i 
were soon eet on foot in tbe pi 
joîning. Versailles, Fontainblet 
Germains, likewise followed tbe 
Madame de Maintenon taking i 
interest in tbe cbarity. and fli^ 
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alreftdy well acqnainted with Madame de 
Miramion and her good works, both from 
his own Personal knowledge of her cbar- 
acier, and from the détails which Le 
received continnally from Madame de 
Maintenon, wbo delighting in good works 
lierself, look a genevous pleasare in opon- 
iog the sympathies of the king in the same 
direction. 

Snch indeed: was his yeneration for the 
saintly fonndress of the '' Chambre de 
travail," and of the " Sainte Familk," 
ihat he besonght her to take charge of 
Bome yoong Huguenot ladies, for wbom 
after the revocation of the edict of Nantes^ 
ke was anxious to find a Gatbolic pro- 
tectress, and thanks to the wise gentleness 
she exercised in this office, not one of 
those committed to her care failed in the 
end to become couverts to Catholicîsm, 
notwithstanding the feelings of political 
rancour with which they had naturally 
regarded it at first. Satisfied with ber 
Buccess in this affair, Louis the Fourteenth 
requested her afterwards to take upon 
herself the distribution of the abnndant 
alms, which in the midat qI \i\^ ^^^ 
Personal magniâcence \i^ '^^^ ^ic^^^*^ 
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spiritual existeDce, and in ils bidden 
strengtli they were to go fortli into the 
world, and to wait upon hnman misery 
in wbateyer form of ignorance, disease, or 
poverty it might appeal to them for aid. 

This had been tbe idea of St. Francis 
de Sales, in bis first sketcb of tbe Order 
of tbe Visitation, tbongb tbe determined 
opposition of tbe Archbisbop of Lyons 
bad iudaced bim to alter it afterwards 
to its présent form. 

Tbe plan wbicb be abandoned, Madame 
de Miramion was enabled to carry ont 
afterwards in its gênerai intentions, a raie 
for tbat pnrpose being given to ber by ber 
director, tbe Âbbé Festal, only a sbort 
time before bis deatb, and approved of 
by St. Vincent of Paul, tbe nniversal 
référée in tbat day, for ail tbat regarded 
public institutions of cbarity. Tbe duties 
of tbe sisters after certain hours set apart 
for prayer, were to consist in attending poor 
Bcbools gratuitously, teacbing besides at 
tbeir own bouse, wbere tbey were to 
dévote tbemselves more especially to tbe 
training young scbool mis tresses for the 
country, visiting boBçit«cl«, ^w^ V»\^^ ^^ 
poor at their owu a^od^^^^ wA ^^^^^s^^^^ 



iiirE op ^^^^^ 

lally of Tvbatever cliari tabla oeco 

pis Providoncû miglit tbrow in thei 

Tlieir <Iress wua to eonsist of 

wn of black flaunel, wilh a gim 

!ap of wliite liuen, Lound by a bko 

, tbe whole beiug euffideutly graç 

|)oor to inflicate tLoir profession of 

life, ivilboDt pi'eteudiog io an 

Ko gimulate tbe costume of religion) 

|>IadamQ de Miramion never aepire 

G cliaracter of fouudress of an ordei 

■ntciition beiiig aimpij to supiiiy 

I in tbe Chnrcb wbicb St. Vincent ( 

1 bad perceived already, bnt wbic 

■ sleis of cbaritj fonnded by bim nearl 

le intention were iiot a!>Ie, oivin 
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wliich tbeir external existence was to be 
4evotedy more especially in ail thab liad 
référence to tlie edacation of cliildren^ 
ftdding to this snch a knowledge of the 
art of healing as wonld make them in- 
telligent as well as willing nurses by tbo 
|)edside of tbe sick. 

Being tbeir superior as well as tbeir 
tniâtress in tbe noyitiate, sbe taugbt tbem 
tbe bigber daties of tbeir calling, even 
more eloqaently by example tban by word 
«of monthy and by ber obédience to every 
ïdle^ ber tenderness to otbers, ber severity 
to herself, ber bumility in accusing ber- 
fielf pnblicly in cbapter of tbe smallest of 
ber failings, and in receiving and inviting 
tbe admonitions of even tbe lowest and 
ieast spiritnalised of ber daugbters, sbo 
raised tbem gradnally and almosb impor- 
«ceptibly to sucb a beigbt of sancbity, as 
created tbe admiration of ail wbo were cog- 
«lisant of tbe work, and excited moreover 
«i vebement désire on tbe part of many obber 
«imikdy constituted congrégations to be 
incorporated witb ber own. Tbo dangbters 
of St. Geneviève, a community founded for 
nearly tbe same object as tbe " Sainte 
Famille,*' about \.\i\x\»i ^Çi^iîK^\i'^Vs^^>^^ 



uieub irom tue beginning for tins 
tfaeir mission, and at the momc 
they applied to her, instead of b( 
to relieve the poverty of otlie 
were actnally in a s taie «f s 
themsel?es. It happened t/hat A 
Ferret, who had succeeded l'Abl 
as Madame de Miramion's direc 
likewise ibe confesser of tbe coi 
of St. Geneviève, and beînterestec 
accordingly in tbe snccess of tbeir 
Sbe conld not refuse bis prayer, 
bouse sbe tben occupied being te 
for sucb an increase of numbers, 
chased a larger one, wbicb as Pr 
ordained was close to tbe Hôtel 
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they had deriyed from their union wîih 
tbe " Sainte Famille," ihat theyprepared, 
with the approbation of M. Fcrret, a dced 
by wbiob ibey conferred upon Madame 
do Miramion tbe title of tbeir fouudross, 
and «ccepted of ber, moreover, as tbeir 
Bupepîor for dife. Sbe was no sooner in- 
formed of tbe arrangement, tban sbe 
vebemently opposed it — far from wisbing 
to pat berself forward as foandress, sbe 
was oaly too anxioas to see ber own 
commnntty merged into tbat of St. 
Geneviève, and tbe «ame bamility wbich 
nrged ber to sbroad ber namo >bebiud 
tbat of Madame de Blosset, made ber 
sbriuk from tbe office of superior oven for 
a time, mucb more wben it was proposed 
to conifer it on ber in perpetuity. Public 
opinion, bowever, as well as tbe feeliugs 
of tbe two commnnities wbicb bad tbe 
happiness of being under ber gaidance, 
were against ber in botb matters, and ber 
Bpiritual saperiors positively refused ber 
request, (a reqaest repeated many times 
afterwards in tbe course of ber life,) to be 
permitted to lay down ber snperiority alto- 
getber. Tbe Arcbbisboç of Paris at lasfc 
pat an end to the diac\iftttvoxi>\s^ ^xvû.'^V^^ 
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a formai commantl toretaiu it nntil 
wbile tbe Tery name of tho " Dm 
of St. Geneviève," bocame forgol 
tbat. of tiia " Sainte Famille," lotL 
innnitiea considering tbamBclvca, aiu 
conai(]ered by otbeiB, as tbe cbild 
Ibe Bame fovmdation. For ten yea 
supported tbis double ittstitution e 
at ber owu expenee, but at tbe < 
tbat timo it lioûame, tbniil.-g lo bci 
maiiagemectof itsfaiidfl, siifficieuttc 
and Bbo afterwaida paid oiily sucb 
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some time^ aiding and instructing the com- 
manity she bad accepted as ber owu, aud 
leaving on her departure two of ber 
danghters wbo bad corne witb ber from 
Paris, tp finisb the work tbus begun. 
Long before she leffc, bowever, tbe good 
results of ber vîsit to Amiens wore visible 
to ail, poor sobools beîng set on' foot, 
bospitals opened or entirely remodelled, 
and good works of ail kinds, eitber inauga- 
rated altogetber or placed on a better foot- 
ing than before. 

So gratefnl indeed were tbe inbabitants 
of Amiens for tbe beneôts wbicb seemed 
io spring np spontaneously as it were be- 
neatb ber footsteps, tbat tbey accompanied 
her at her departnre to tbe very gâtes of 
their city, praying and tbanking ber, and 
beseecbing her parting bénédiction as 
earnestly as if she bad been a saint 
already, and actually visiting tbem from 
beaven. Many otber commnnities re- 
qaested affcerwards to be affiliated to hors, 
tbe ** Sœurs de Providence " more espe- 
cially being anxious to sbaretbo benefit of 
her direction. Sbe refused at first, partly 
because sbe dreaded tbe ill effecta ni^on ber 

own Boal of bucIx a m\}\\îv.^Vii'^l ^^ ^J^^îk».x 
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.t right Lad she, or wliat valid reason 
Id sbe giye for r^fusing LorscIC to His 
aies ? 

To indulge in rucIi a caso in ber own 
76 of retiremeut, wonld be but a siraplo 
Jfisbness on ber part ; to plead danger 
y ber own soûl would bo yet worse, 
or it would be to oast a doubt on tbo 
justice and mercy of God, Wbo never 
aalls His créatures to any work witbout 
first proyiding grâce and strengtb suffi- 
eieut to enable tbem meritoriously to 
aecompb'sb it. Toucbed to tbe quick by 
tbese reflections, sbe went tlie nexc morn- 
itig to revesd tbem to ber director, and as 
lie coufirmed ber in tbe idca tbat tbey 
came straigbt from God, sbe generously 
resolved to renouiice ber own désire for 
solitude, and to add tbe direction of tbe 
** Sœurs do Providence/' and of some 
otber communitios to tbe burthen aheady 
on ber sboulders, tbiis tbrowing ber- 
self once more beartily and courage- 
ously iuto tbe battle of lifo, regard- 
less (to use ber own expression) of tbe 
cbance scratcbes sbe might receivo in tbo 
meleé, so only tbat sbe could save otbers 
from being woondedi \rcA»o ^'^vsii^ùLV^ '«^^ 
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Ifomîting with conséquent inability to 
tàke food, and for this reason, thongh 
ihe had never relaxed her original rule^ 
of mortification, she had not been allowed* 
to add anytbing to its primitive severity.. 
Bdot zeal for soûls at last devoured her, 
àttd unable anj longer to resist tbe im- 
pulse, she revealed to her director, M*. 
Férret, just two years before his death^ 
ihe désire to do penance for the sius of 
êthers wbich 6od had been pleased to* 
implant in her heart. Foronly ans-wer he 
liade her content herself with the suffer- 
itigs which she was enduring,. and which 
6he had enduied already for so many 
years, and to ojQTér them ail for this especiaL 
end, keeping her soûl, however, alwaya 
in the disposition to be ready to suffer 
»tilt more and yet still more for the same 
purpose, whenever God should give her 
health to do sa. He ended by a few 
remarkable words which though they did 
nofc strike her particularly at the time, 
came to her reoollection afterwards as a 
prophecy from the grave. 

** The time," he said, *' for doing such 
penance lias not as yet arrived : when it 
QomeB, God HimaeîVl Viilà. ^v^^i^'^ ^^'^ 
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ment for ihe sins oE othen 
Two years after ibis conversa 
died. Kncwing Lis holy 1 
doabting that be was alrea 
heaveiiy Madame de Miram 
interred wiih pecnliar marks 
at ber own expense, causin} 
heart to be placed in a sil? 
deposited in the cboir of il 
8t. Nicliolas. After ibe fune 
tliere to pray, and taking tbie 
handj she besoagbt Ood wit 
eamestnessy by His love for 1 
mao wbo bad gaided her soûl 
years, to make His will in 
manifest to hor /•nr»*»'»^ 
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wlien beîng again in prayer bofore llio 
Blessed Sacrament in tbe same cliurch, 
the recollection of bis words, ^Yith a con- 
viction of tbeir falfilment in tbe cbange 
wbich bad been so suddenly effccted in 
ber own bealtb, flasbed liko a révélation 
from tbe otber world upon ber soûl. Slie 
gave berself op atonce, witb tbe consent of 
ber new director, to tbe désire of doing pen- 
auce by wbicb sbe bud been consumed for 
years. Her fasts became almost con- 
tinuons, sbe curtailed ber slumbers nntil 
tbe nigbt was almost entirely dedicated to 
prayer, and besides innumerable otlieu 
austerities, sbe carried a beavy iron cliain 
four fingers tbick continually on lier person. 
This great increase of penance did not 
lessen ber zeal for active woik — every- 
wbere sbe was to be found in tbe tbickest 
of tbe battle, figbting bravely, now against 
the mater ial misery, now against tbo 
spiritual destitution of ber buman bro- 
tbers, relieving tbe first by ber abundant 
alms, and founding scbools and missions 
in ail directions as tbe best antidote to 
tbe latter. 

Sbe became one of tbe cbief benefac- 
tresseB of tbe Bomm^^ï^ lox ^^vs^'^x^v^^^- 

10 
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1, fiist estublisbed by M. Bonrdoise, 
ined inl.nct eveii iluriug tlierevolnliou, 
icrves lo Lbia day as a " Succmsala " 
B firent seminnry of St. Sulpice. Tlie 
nuls trouvés," St. Yiucent of Panl'a 
rite cLnrity, was tbe oliject aiso of 
apeciiil preditectioii, and she obtaîned 
the Qiiecii Régent a grant of tbe 
:nu of BicCtre, for tbe réception of a 
Il numberof tbe foundlinga. 13ositlcs 
U\]y occupations at Llie Hotel-Dieii 
otbor bospitals, tbe care of llio poor 
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«liariiies commenced or continned dnring 
her tîme in France, but to give an 
occount as well, of each of tbose years, 
(and nnforiunately there were many of 
tbem,) wbich marked tbe annals of tbe 
land in black by tbe dévastations of famine 
and disease. 

Wben tbe plague broke ont, 1673, in 
Ibe city of Melun, and people, scared by 
tbecertainty and suddenness of tbe danger, 
fled in dismay from tbe sick beds even of 
tbe nearest and dearest of tbeir kin, sbe 
repaired to tbe spot at once, sbamed tbe 
terror-stricken population into sometbing 
like fortitude by ber own composnre, pro- 
vided for tbe wants, spiritual and temporal, 
of tbe poor wretcbes already smitten by tbe 
malady, and suoceeded at last in inspiring 
into ail bearts sometbing of tbe cbarity 
and zeal wbicb was burning in ber own. 
Up to tbe moment of ber arrivai, tbe siok 
had actually been tbrust ont of tbeir own 
homes and left to die in tbe streets by 
tbeir friends, and unable to make bead 
against tbe universal panic, tbe magis- 
trates tbemselves bad not only begun to 
ebare it, but were actua.11^ wi ^\v^ ^'^Vs^ 
oi deBerting iheir •po%\A wÀ x^îvx'b'îiiôcçs^ 



^ 



Lo cUj. Her prefience among Lliem 

their fligbt. Tliey coulil not us 

'or very sijame, fly from a daiigor 

a womaa bail corne of ber own 

lil to brave. Slio soiigbt thora oaC 

Ice, atid luerely asking lliem to assign 

L bouse large enouglj to serve aa h 

iLfil, iiudcrtook ta be auswerBble ber- 

ï ull tbe rest. 

■oy gavo ber tbe largcst thoy bad at 

J ilisjiosal, aud from ber cbateau cf 

Bllo, tvbicb •Kns close at bund, Bbe 

sncb sl.on'3 aiid fiuaitin-o to be 
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neyer been tnown in France before. The 
pour people from tlie environs flocked in 
DS nsual for relief to Paris^ bringing Buch 
an aggravation of disease and poverty in 
tbeir train, tbat oftentimes no fewer than 
six tbonsand persons sougbt shelter in 
tbe Hotel-Dieu at onee. As migbt be 
expected, tbe fands of tbe bospital proved 
&t last inadéquate to meet sncb a pressure. 
Mouey tberefore was borrowed to supply 
tbe deficiency, and tbe year foUowing, 
tbe directors finding tbecnselves totally 
nnable to repay tbe snms tkus raised, tbe 
bankruptcy of tbe wbole estabKshment 
became imminent. We bave aiready 
mentioned tbat Madame de Miramion 
had, almost at tbe commencement of ber 
career of cbarRy, resided some montbs at 
tbe Hotel-Dieu, for tbe purpose of train- 
îng a snperior for tbe difficult task of 
saperintendence over its varions depart- 
ments; sbe knew, tberefore, better tban 
any one ail tbe miseries it sbeltered, and 
ail tbe sin and despair tbat would be tbe 
too probable resuit of its sbipwreck. In 
fact it was impossible to exaggerate tbe 
greatness or reality of tliô «^\l* TW VsRf%.- 
pital coûsisted o£ îoux ^«^^x^iv^^ ^^^Sï^^»^^- 
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were tbns let loose npon tbe streeta of 
Paris, she besought a saspension of tbeir 
laie decree, (at least uutil tbe moutb 
of AprilJ by wbich iime sbe boped tbat 
God Himself woald belp ber to avert tbd 
necessity for tbeir expulsion. 

Her powers of arrangement were so 
well known, tbat tbey did not besitate to 
grant ber request, grave as were tbe in- 
terests wbicb woold bave been corn- 
promised by failare. Tbis boon obtained, 
sbe spent some days more, according to 
ber nsual castom, before any great nnder- 
taking, in earnest prayer, and baving 
fixed daring tbat time npon tbe means 
most likely to prove successfal, sbe 
went to tbe superior of tbe bospital to 
explain ber plan. Sacb of tbe young 
girls as bad relations or friends at ail 
capable of supporting tbem, were to be 
sent ont at once, sbe berself undertaking 
to see and examine tbe cbildren one by 
ohe, in order to make sure tbere was no 
mistake as to tbe nature of tbeir future 
prospects. After tbis concession to tbe 
immédiate necessities of tbe establisb- 
luent bad been effected, sbe found tbat 
eeven Lnndred jouBg ®à^ ^>S^. vscùàîJasSk 



I its list, autl thèse she pledged herselE 

(liieoloi'B, to Buppoi't at Ler owa 

;o foi' tbe next Iwelvo monlhs, prû- 

I lliej on Ihcir part proraised to allow 

j'eskleace for tbat timo witLiu tlia 

|liil, aiid to Bupply tLem willi liueu 

fiiidiug Bofficient for tbe purpose. 

ffor ivaa accepted, although Madame 

■amion was known nt tlie time to be, 

luiscquence of her laviab cbaritiea 

pciJtiilcËS, and altbon^ili it waa 

IiUed tbat at Jeast 40,000 francs 

^1600. of onr mouej,) woald he 

led for tbe Tiudcrtaking. 

iiily bope iu fact was in God, and 

Pbarily of tbe ricb, aiid sbe did iiot 

1 and broben down by iufirmity 
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innocently replied, "yonr charities are 
80 great already, that I baye a real scrnpie 
of proposing new ones to you V* Madame 
de Maintenon received tbe gracefiil com- 
pliment with a smile^ nevertbeless sbe 
insisted on forcing a large alms npon 
her aged suppliant, and tbe king bimself 
sent her tbe next day an order for 25,000 
fi-ancs — more ihan ialf tbe sum sbe bad 
pledged berself to coHect in tbe course of 
the ensuing twelye mpntbs. 

Sbe was not alway^, bowever, so well 
received! In spite of her âge and ré- 
putation, sbe met occasioually witb such 
seyere r^bu^â as made ber say upon one 
occasion to tbe friend wbo accompanied 
her in her quest, '* One must love God 
well indeed, to follow willingly sucb a 
trade as tbis !" But tbese cbecks were 
few and far between, for most of tbe in- 
flhiential persons wbom sbe visited, re- 
ceived ber in the same sçirit of cbarity 
wbich bad brougbt ber to tbeir doors, and 
aided ber witb unstinted alms. Nor waa 
ît in tbe sbape of money only tbat tbeir 
donations âovved in upon ber. Ladies 
sacrifixîed tbeir diamonda wvd: Yvck dve.^QA«. 
-^^entJejcoen gave co^\\^ ^\ôX^ ^'^ ^^^'«ïssâfc 



-and picLnrea even of greal prie»,. 

B] ki'uilB of olijccts of expeusive lusury, 

■broiiglit couliuually to her bouse Ûf, 

I tliiit libc procceds of Uieir eala ntigbt, 

Ided lo her fuud. TIidb asaisted, sho 

1 licrself in a niarvelloualy aliort limt-. 

Iiosiiion to fuliilhct engagement witli. 

lircctois of tl;e hospîtal, tbe monef, 

|ju(l so kbortouBly collccted proving 

;iit to support tbe establisbroent for 

tire yeara, instead of ooe, tbe period 

wbich sbe bad calculated at flrsï, 

lig tbdt loQg interval, Bome af tba, 

I still résident beueatli it» roef Lad 

1, otbera baJ beeu placod out in 

, niany more bad acquircd sucb a 
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So far back as tLe year 1683, this idea 
Lad occurred to her in conséquence of Ib» 
good whiûh Père de Yalois, a zealous 
J^esnit, Lad accompUshed in Nbrmandj by 
his^ retreats for men. Long expérience 
bad, she tbouglit convin^d her, tbai ibère 
were many women in ail ranks of life, wbo 
wonld find in a collective reireat, ad- 
vantages wbich eitber from weakness of 
cbaracter or laek of Ibe babit of mentaL 
prayeis they were unable to obtain, wbile 
merely following oui its exercises in tbe 
Bdlitode of tk«ir own cbamben CôUected 
thn» togetber,the ferrent, sbe boped, would' 
e3(cite tbe tepid, tbe courageous give tone 
tp tbe faint-bearted, and tbus ail move on, 
ajmost unconsciouâly to tbemselves,'in tbe 
track wbieîi tbe more vigorouâ of tbe 
unmber bad opened to tbeir footsteps. 

Tbere were difficulties of conrse to be 
OTercome, but sbe was accustomed to 
difficulties, and baving obtained tbe con- 
sent of tbe arcbbisbop of Paris, and of 
tbe king, witbout wbom notbing could be 
donc in tbe France of tbose days, sbe set 
valiantly about ber work. Louis tbe 
Fourteentb did more tbau aççrove, be 
cputributed largely loYi^xôi'à 'vlû^^ ^^î:^^'ûsk%. 



nnHertakinp, otber ricli peraoQB 

Icqually libéral io tbeîr donatiotie, acÂ 

f'iLs soon iu a posiliou to purchase n 

ictly Buitccl toLerpurpose, itbeing 

|so to that of het own community tliat 

i easy to contrive a piîvate meaca of 

iiiiicuLion between tlie two- Her 

Itioii waa to give two retreata in tba 

Jfoi- ladiea, who were to sleep and board 

ioiise, iiiiil pay a certain email 

irJa tbo espenses of Lboir lîviiifî- 

poor, boivevcr, sIjc resolved to 
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tbe nnmber had inûnite need of the 
latter, tbeir sins liaving been public and 
a .cause of scandai, sbe checked ber in- 
formant by saying quickly, " So muck 
tbe better ! retreats were made for sînners, 
and not for saints ! Wbo knows if God 
may not bave cbosen tbis one in order to 
Bpeak to tbeir bearts in earnest ?** 

Tbe resuit jastiûed ber words ! Botb 
retreats were a complète success, and so 
many and solid were tbe conversions re- 
Bulting from tbem, tbat tbeir saintly 
fouudress declared berself more tban 
repaid for ail tbe time and trouble tbey 
liad cost ber. 

In tbis temporary rest from tbe bard 
secessity of earning tbeir daily bread, tbe 
poor found time to scrutinize tbeir past 
lives, and baving learned (as wbo does 
not) sometbing in tbis study of tbeir 
actual debts towards God, tbey became 
gradually, not merely content but grateful 
for tbat lowly lot in life, wbicb sbutling 
tbem out from tbe enjoyments of the rîcb, 
gave tbem in excbange, (by tbe strnggles 
and suflferings it involved,) sucb a certain 
and yet easy metbod of doing penauce in 
Ihe future. On llie o\AieiY\i»xA>*CXij^ ^^^^^^ 
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iclinntcd of tho illaflions of Mme Ij 
steiuly pjizo tbey Lail jaat fixoil opoti 
lity, acquired a aalutary dread of ail 
inigLt liiuder their aaîvation, and 
■laed to tlia world, to lîve in it iudeed, 

00 longer of it, and more than ono 
idid eatabliabmsiit îii Paris, waa 
id afterwarda by tho aigbt of Ha 
ress, reooancing nll vaia hisiiry of 

1 or oriiaraeiit iu bor own poison iii 
ir of the jioor, nnd iiever ci'^isin^ îti 
fforts ut self-abncigalioii, Hiilîi sliu Lad 
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•floor iuto a pleasant garden wiih great 
alleys of lime trees, wliich formerly 
Bbaded a private entranee i&to tbe charch 
of St. Nicbolas, and Btill load the summer 
air with the parfume of their honied blos- 
'Soms. Tbe wbole forms a portion now of 
tbe *' Centrale Pbarmacie" of tbe bospital 
of Paris, so tbat if no longer devoted to 
the cure of seuls, it is eonsecrated at ail 
«yents to tbat which next to Ibeir spiritual 
welfare, was ever tbe dearest anxiety of 
îts original proprietress — the bealtb and 
oomfort of tbe poor. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

Wbile Madame de Miramion tbus 
'wrought wonders by ber zeal in tbe ser- 
vice of Ood, He Himself took care, like a 
good master, to fiU up tbe measure of ber 
merits by a full share of tbat chatice of 
suffering, of which each of us are destined 
în our degree to driuk, wvA i\i<i«.^ ma^t 
deeply (lefc us ne^et ioic^'^N» '"^ ^'^S^ûs^ "^"^ 
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Îanegyrics, tbat ** he seemed to considor 
is very life as being less bis own, than as 
B gift confided to bim to be expeuded iii 
their service." Not contented witb de- 
Toting to tbis object botb bis timo aiid 
économies from bis private fortano, be 
tnade over to tbeir use besides tbe emola- 
xnents of bis pablic office, deligbting ia 
'. the idea tbat bo was tbas actnally reliev- 
ing tbem by tbe labonr of bis own life. 
His death was sndden ; Madame de Mira- 
mion bad seen bim only tbe nigbt beforo 
in perfcct bealLb, and tbe next morning 
sbo learued tbat be was dead ! Sadden 
as it was, bowever, it coald not be said to 
hâve been nnprovided. God seems to 
havo favonred bim witb a presen timon t of 
his approacbing end, at îeast two yeurs 
before it really took place. In a lettcr to 
Lis daugbter writtensome timepreviously, 
he almost propbesied tbe fact, and in bis 
speecb in Parliament only tbe day before 
it actnally took place, be postponed ail 
political discussions in order to expatiato 
witb zeal and ferveur npon tbe misery of 
an nnprovided dcatb, (a subject not ofteu 
allnded to on tbat atew^^^ ^M^i wiw^Vîcv^^N::^^ 
and madneaa ol men n^Xi^ ^"^ ^'î^^^^ ^^^ 
11 





LIPE OF 

ail care and preparntion for an event 
wliicli Uje ûappineHa or misery of 
T\!iolo etcriiîî.j dépends, nntil it ia 
iiigb, or perbapa entiiely, too kte. 
couseqaenee of thie pre sentiment, lie 
ipplied bimBoJf more eameelly thaii 
lo a life of cbariLy and deyotiou, 
tacliing Ibe sncrament so freqnently 
ivitb Eucli Bcntiments of piety and 
lunction, tLat iiotwitliBtaudjug tlio 
^uiicss of bia oi]d, bis fiicuds hU 
coul.l opply Lo biia witb tiutb tbnt 



MARIE BONNEAU DE MIHAMION. 163 

own exile, which be aitribated io lier 
infloence, Ihe Duke of Lorrain bad causod 
it to be administered to Madame in a 
glasB of cbicory water, and it was Baid, 
moreover, tbat M. de Paruon, Madame de 
Miramion's brotber, and maître d'Hôtel to 
tbe Duchess, bad been bis accomplice in 
tbe matter. Tbe fact of poison once 
admitted, tbe state of tbe case was in 
trntb against bim, Madame baving been 
seized with her laçt illness immediately 
after drinking a glass of cbicory water, 
"whicb in bis officiai capacity as ber 
"Maître d'Hôtel," M. de Purnon bad 
presented to ber. His life, tberefore^ 
seemed for a moment to bang upon a 
ihready and bis sister was completely 
Qverwbelmed at tbe prospect. Sbe knew 
him indeed as incapable as sbe was lier- 
self of commîtting sacb a crime, but tbe 
public migbt not be of tbe same opinion ; 
he migbt moreover, (bowever innocent iu 
bis own intentions,) bave been made a 
blind instrument for tbe wickedness of 
otbers, and if so, in tbe impossibilîty of 
reacbing tbe real autbor of tbe murder, 
be migbt and too probably would be made 
to saffer its penalt;; Vu^Vi^^dL* 



Lrtnnately for Lîm, Madame de la 
Alte, who clmiiced to hâve bées in 
ing that diiy upon tta Dncbess, hiid 
Ik tbe remaicder of Ihe cbicoi-j waler, 
Ibaving, as slie poaitively declared, 
1 KO iil effect in conséquence, ib 
Ked to follow as a matter of course, 
Ithe liqnor contained no poison. 

, fact, added to tlio resnlt of tba 
■ cul csaroination, wliich decîared lier 

to bave bceu cansed by natui-al 
7 alone, clcared Ibe cbariictor of M. 
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ever, before be conld pnt it into execntion, 
tbe Duke of Orleaus being very unwilling 
to permit him to do so; but no soouer bad 
he wrung a reluctant consent from bis 
lipSy tban be retired at once, not only 
from tbe court, but also from tbe city, 
and spent tbe rest of bis days in profound 
retirement in tbe country. Tbus tbe 
event wbicb at first sigbt seemed cal- 
culated to sbipwreck bis bappiness and 
tbat of bis sister, contributed under 
God's kind Providence, to place botb in 
tbe end on a larger and more solid foun- 
dation, M. de Purnon winning bis way to 
lieaven by ail sorts of works of cbarity and 
dévotion, and Madame de Miramion re- 
joicing in bis good deeds as if tbey bad 
been ber own. 

Sbe lost ber eldest brotber, M. de 
Bellefond, in tbe year 1682. He also 
lived in tbe country, and on bearing of 
bis illness sbe went at once to wait upon 
sbis sick bed. Tbe malady was from tbe 
first so evidently of a fatal nature, tbat 
sbe was soon obliged to add spiritual to 
material nursing, preparing bim gradually 
and tenderly for tbe comin^ cbange^ 
helping him to "ÇYO^^i ^'l ^"wâû- ^^^gi^x^^ 





LIFE Off ^^^^^ 

Le of the time Btill left Litn, &nè 
by niglit or day relaxing in liei 
î watch niitil Lis bouI had gom 
as ahe had every reason to ]:ope 
kI ! Ovenvlielmed at once by fatigii' 
iorrow, sbe retarned to Paria, am 
ery ncxt day fouod Ler pmstiate ii 
seemeJ oniy too likely to prove he 
bed. 
T daagbter, ber only romalning bro 
M.dePunion.dDdullUieiQorediataii 
bei'S of lier fumily, as wcll as th 
s of ber own commnnity were fille 
(iismay and grief, but sLe herself ba 
îiffereot feelitig ou tlie snbject, and i 
uiilat of tlieir tears and lameutatiou! 
me^aln^u^imlin^inabl^ 
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and snbmissivey fulfilling most perfectiy 
tbat raie of ail tlie saints, to " ask W 
Hothingy and refuse notbîug." 

Perceiving tbi«, ber daugbter once 
gently reproacbed ber for an excess of 
mortification, wbicb left ber at times 
teitbont even a drop of cold water to 
moîsten ber parcbed lips, but Madame 
de Miramion simply answered, '' tbat not 
being able tben, to do gréât tbings for 
God, it was ail tbe more needful to be 
faitbful in little ones/* a rulo wbîcb if 
we only carried it out as consistently as 
Bbe did, would make saints of us ail in 
tbe most trifling of our maladies. 

In spite of ail tbeir care and remédies, 
.bowever, sbe rapidly grew worse, aud 
was soon so ill tbat lier life was publicly 
prayed for in tbe Cliurcb of St. Nicbolas. 
One of tbe sîsters of ber commnnity came 
to tell ber tbis, adding in a tone of great 
exultation, tbat tbe Curé, in recommend- 
ing ber to tbe prayers of bis people, bad 
spoken of ber and ber good works in a 
tone of unqualified approbation. Madame 
de Miramion bad not patience to allow 
ber even to finisb ber sentence, yet uu- 
wiUing to mortiîy IXie^ ^^^^ iv^^V^^^^^^ 



J after ail was bnt tlia indiscrétion 
|*ent love) by an open i-ebnko, aho 
n Madame de Nesmoud to ber aide, 
aid earnestly, "Do not my danghter, 
Ireat you, allow any tbiDg to bo said 
■g room which can feed my vanity — 
Jro nll of OB by onr hnman naturs 
If pridB, and wben the devil can fiod 
\hev way to our aoula, be is certaia 
is 0110. Boliovô me," sbe added, 
cai-ucHtiiesa of ti'no bumiiity, 
me, it ia a eerioua thiiig to havo 
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this lime, tbey wonid take better care of 
Ler in faiure, by Dot allowing ber to 
expose berself to sacb an excess of mental 
and bodily fatigue, as sbe bad bitberto 
been in tbe babit of enduring, anà to 
i¥bicb in a great measure tbey attribated 
her présent condition. 

Sbe lîstened to tbem for a few minutes 
as quîetly as sbe coald, but nnable at last 
to keep silence any longer, interrupted 
tbem to say witb a little boly impatience 
in ber manner, "Not so, my dangbter, 
not 80 ! my life is neitber yours or mine, 
it belongs to God, and if He spares it tbis 
lime, it will be to me a certain sign tbat 
He wills it to be employed bencefortb as 
completely and even more completely tban 
ever in His service !" 

Daring one of ber worst days of illness, 
tbe gospel at Mass cbanced to be tbat of 
tbe cure of tbe man born blind, and on 
returning from cburcb Madame de Nes- 
mond went straigbt to ber motber's cbam- 
ber, and besougbt ber to ask ber recovery 
as be bad done, of Jésus; adding ber 
own firm conviction tbat tbe pétition v^ould 
be granted. Madame de Miramion, bow- 
eyer, positively relvxaeâL \»Q Y^ "^ "^"^^^ 



Ir wliîcli tended to tlie prolongation 
r own lîfe, aayÎDg resoliitely tliat it 
1 God's banda to do wiih it wbat Ha 
il ; but tliat for lier own part, sbe bad 
^iab thao to laj it down at ouce, 
ftlct- ail tbo Booner to Leliold Him 
I her soûl loved aud lonffed for, in 
aauty and glory of Hia eternal 
■m ! 

t tbo îdoa of a miraciilous recovery 
1 to bauJit llie miud of Madame 
, aiid M. July, hcr motber's 
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Kneeling 3own lie said a short bnt fervent 
prayer, then recalling Madame de Nes- 
'moiid, be asked her if sbe had a medicine 
or potion of any kind wbich sbe could 
administer to tbe invalid. Tbis was not 
exactly what sbe bad expected, and sbe an- 
swered sadly, tbat "many indeed bad been 
ordered, but tbat ail bad proved useless, 
one as anolber, upon trial.'* 

** Never mind," said tbe boly old man, 
ivitb a faitb and confidence in God's 
goodness, wbicb seemed enougb in itself to 
dratv down a miracle from beaven, "give 
her any tbat you bappen to bave at band, 
for tbe bonr bas corne to take it." 

ïn obédience to tbis command, Madame 
de Nesmond bronght a potion composed 
chiefly of white of eggs, "barmless but 
nseless/* as tbe pbysicians bad already 
assured her, and as from tbe nature of tbe 
ingrédients one can readily believe^ and 
gave it to her motber. Tbree hours 
later, tbe fever suddenly leaving her, sbe 
was soon ont of danger, and able in a 
marvellously short tîme to retum to ber 
nsual occupations, tbe only change in ber 
former habits being t\x«A» ^\i^ \îa laxsw^it 
slept npon a \)aYô \io^x^> ^^ ^^ *^^ ^^^^^ 



pencement of her illueas she lud 

siuGO tlie ags of tweuLy. 

\\\y twelse moritha after tliis mira- 

3 i-ecovery, bIiq buw M. de Bussy 

e fii'st Unie siiice lie Lud carried her 

t-filx yeara hatove, a, relactuot and 

■ed capLive to bia castle. Buriiig ail 

lapse of time ho Lad reUgiousIy kopt 

l'ord, and Lad nevor ooce attempted 

Irude Limselfoiiber présence. Now, 

t; Lccd of Lcr aorvices, lie 

I to Lui- ag a auppliaut, and aa a 



ITABIE BOKNBAU DB MIBAMION. 173 

Deyer conld bave done, of tbe lieaYenly 
beanty of tbe soûl witbin. 

M. de Bussy was so strack by tbe con« 
trast, and so moreover besides witb révé- 
rence for tbe yirtnes of tbe woman be 
hnd once dared wantonly to insult, tbat, 
courtier and man of tbe world as be was, 
he completely lost bis présence of raind, 
and stood silent and abasbed before 
her. 

Sbe relieved bim from tbis state of 
nnwonted embarrassment by greeting 
hîm as calmly and conrteonsly, as if be 
had been a perfect stranger to ber. No 
allusion wbatever was made to former 
limes, and after enquiring minutely into 
tbe nature of tbe service be came to ask 
at ber bands, sbe closed tbe interview by 
promising to do ail in ber power to forward 
bis wisbes, an engagement wbicb sbe 
afterwards most amply fulfilled. 

Madame de Miramion was on tbe eve at 
tbat moment, altbougb sbe never guessed 
it, of one of tbe deepest and most irrépar- 
able of tbe sorrows of ber later years. 
The loss of M. de Nesmond, ber son-in- 
law, was in fact a double grief to het 
tender, loving heatt. ^\i^ -^«^H» \^x^K>:ssi.^ 



LIFE OF 

ar lier owii salte ond for lier daugli- 

Kid iû lier lirst sad elToita to console 

lilter, e1i6 seemeil to roiicw dl tlio puin 

litigiiisli of Ler owq still earlier aud 

I deaolate widowLood. Happily aa it 

Bd out for liirDself, M. de NcamoDd bail 

Pislied it aa a raie ia Lia liOQBe, that 

sliotild be seriously iiidÎBpoaed for 

Ipacs of three âa.ys wilbout receiving 

Tisit of a pricst, and Le iio Bnoiier 

P liimself compelled lo liccp liis bed, 

iti Kpile of ail Ibo pbyBiciaiis coiiîd 

> tbo conti-jirr. for tlipy couaiiior 
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jouDgest danghter of ihe former Duke of 
Orléans^ and consequeutly coasin of tlie 
king. The life of ibis ladj had been 
devoted in a very remarkable manner io 
Works of ebarity and deyotion, jet timid 
and scrnpnlons to a fault by nature, sbe 
was known to bave been bannted from her 
very cradie by sncb a dread of deatb, tbat 
now wben it was actually approacbing, 
not one of her honsebold bad tbe courage 
to tell her it was already tbere, and eyen 
on tbe tbresbold. 

They fancied tbe news would overwbelm 
her^ but they knew little of tbe ways of 
God or of His dealings witb His créatures, 
wben they thought so. No ! Never 
will He désert in deatb, tbose wbo bave 
served Him faitbfully in life, ratber will 
He work a miracle in tbeir faveur tban 
seem even, to human eyes, to do it. Ând, 
therefore, it is tbat we so often see tbe 
most timorous grow brave in tbe grasp of 
death, and tbat for one saint wbo bas 
trembled at tbe judgment about to foUow, 
hundreds are upon record wbo bave 
passed in tbe fuU tide of gladness to tbe 
grave, tbe ligbt of eternity already in tbeir 
âj^ing ejoB, its peacô xiçciii >5ùksx. SaS^^V 



, and iu tbeîr eara the TvbisperÏDg 
bel voices makJug sncli Bweet melody 

souI, that, as tbe " dear St. 
(beth" innocently expreased it to Ler 
I, abe coold not refrain from 
Lig sweelly witb lliem and to them 
|elnrn. So was it now witb tbe 
I of GiiiBO, In tbeir perplesity 
lialress, fearing alike for her eafety 
■orld tiud tbo noxt, ber ladies 
■ Miidiime do Mimniion, wlio bnd 
|beenllio fVietnl of tbeir dying mis- 
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Dion she was makiog then, had been her 
first, instead of her viaticum — herlast! 
The king, who was much attached to her^ 
came afterwards to say farewell^ and 
thongh she was evidently a Utile moved at 
firsty she parted from hîm calmly and conr- 
ageonsly, promising» if God as she hoped^ 
shonld show her mercy, to pray fervently 
for himand his in heaven. An honr later 
and she was dead, and Madame de Mira- 
mion, who had remained with her, exhort- 
ing and enconraging her to the last, re- 
tnrned immediately to Paris. It was the 
closing charity of her life, and undoubtedly 
that life was shortened by it. The ensu- 
ing night she was takea ill, bat being 
nnwilling to disturb the household re- 
mained quiet until morning, when her 
danghter foand her in a state which left 
little doabt as to her approaching end. 
The physician called in made matters 
worse, for mistaking her exhaustion for 
apoplexy, he încreased the evil by 
bleeding and depletion. Her sufferinga 
soon became grievous. *' I fear to grow 
impatient, so grievously do I saffer/' she 
said to the confesser of her commanity, 
wbo on hearing of \xfft all^âsAi^^V^s^^^^'^ 

12 



''««tood aiid „5 ^'™ ti«t 
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received ail the other Saoraments of the 
Cbnrcby it was jndged safe to admit her 
to GommunioD also. Ai this good news 
the dying wornan^ strong still in the 
midst of suflFering, in the love . of God 
raised herself np in bed, gathering 8oul 
and bodj, as it were, together, in order to 
meet and receive her Lord. In this 
attitnde, immoyeable from respect and 
love, her hands clasped together, her eyes 
fixed upon the Host^ her pale face radiant 
vfïth faith and love, she received Commu- 
nion, and then lay down once more to die 
in the very embraces (as she hoped) of her 
divine Sponse. Struck by tbe super- 
natui'lil brightness of her looks, and 
feeling» perhaps, that if God conld inspire 
.Buch love, He would refuse nothing such 
love could ask, Madame de Nesmond 
ventnred once more to entreat her mother 
to pray, as she had done on a préviens 
occasion, for her recovery. 

But the saints bave a sure instinct in 
BUch matters ! Madame de Miramion 
was going to her reward, and she knew it, 
80 she only answered gently : " Nay, my 
danghter, that I cannot do^ it is time now 
to go to God, and lo evN\«^ ^^â^^ss^\'^ 



hoveter, almoBt immediately 
if feariDg sbe bad spoken 
litively of lier owii safety, " St>, at 
trasling ia Hia great 

litrary to ail expectation, ahe lingored 

ilays afler tbis, completiog ber 

I liy a rcal marlj'i'doai of paiu. Not 

by Word or deed sbe gave aoy 

idicatioD of tbo fact, for slie lay 

Lid mule aud Hmiliug, aa if ber 

□liido of roses, not of 

wbich 
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in heaven, and giving her, as a finale 
precions pledge of love, the cross she was 
holding in Ler hands, and which was 
80 soon to receive the last kiss of her own 
dying lips^ after haying been for thirly 
years and npwards in her possession. 

Towards evening she remembered a 
certain casket which contained many 
papers and letters relative to her con- 
science, and to the good works in which 
she had been engaged, and sitting np in 
bed, she made a last effort to coUect them 
in a packet for the ôre. But she was 
qnite unequal to the exertion, and seeing 
this, and dreading besides the destruction 
of thèse precions documents, her daughter 
begged her to defer the task of examiuing 
them until she felt a little stronger. To 
this she perforée consented^ and 3od so 
willed it that the thought never again 
occurred to her. The papers came after her 
death intact into Madame de Nesmond's 
hands, and formed the principal source 
from whence her ôrst biographer drew the 
materials for her Life. Hopeless as her 
malady had become, her family, unable.to 
reconcile thernselves to tliftvt voi'^^s^^iKssj^ 
I088, caileà in one dooNiOx ^iVft't ^sîisi^ùs^^ 





IIFE OF 

■kfi nB TviOl as tli^o rpfrular fuciilty bûiiif; 
luUed— any ooc in fuct— who preteuded 
, knowiedge of Ler disease, and of the 
ler mode of treating it. Kacli, aa a 
irai conaequeLCG, had some new remedy 
ropose, aiid eacU new remedy, wLile it 
;d to ber tortorea, falled, as the Baiutly 
sut predicted beforeliaiid tbat it 
Id fail, in reaching tlio real aeat of tbe 
idy, and removîiig or dimiuisbing tbo 
jor. FaitÎjfLiI, liowcvcr, to ber sclf- 
Dsed law of obédience on tbe sick bed, 
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lated to do harm than good^ and tbîs 
facty if we coDsider it well, seems to en* 
bance the merit of her obédience nntil it 
makes it almost sublime. In tbe midst 
of this weariness and pain, ber soûl 
began to pine once more for tbe présence 
of ber Divine Sponse, and tbe Arcbbisbop 
of Paris baying given tbe reqnired per- 
mission, sbe again received our Lord in 
a transport of love and joy, wbicb re- 
mained witb ber from tbat moment to 
tbe end. Tbe dangbters of ber corn- 
mnnity being présent npon tbis oc« 
casion, knelt down afterwards to implore 
ber bénédiction. '' I am not wortby ! 
ob, I am not wortby!" sbe wbispered 
to ber confessor ; but seeing tbe trouble, 
wbicb tbis answer caused tbem, sbe 
added, gently, "yet, let tbem only be 
faitbful to tbeir vocation, and God Him- 
self will bless tbem, as He alone knows 
bow or can !" 

Tben still fartber to console tbem, sbe 
called tbem one by one to ber bed side, 
giving to eacb in à low voice, just tbat 
particular word of comfort or counsel 
wbicb sbe tbougbt neôde4.\i^ ^^:^ç^^âv\wsysivfâ^ 
or position of the B\B\»et ^^ ^^^^^v^^ 
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plish her long cherished wish of âying as 
a simple sister. Finding, liowever, that 
ihey still objected^ she liambly acquiesced 
in their décision, and never again alladed 
to the snbject. 

As her strength of body failed, her spirit, 
always so strong and clear, seemed io 
grow stronger and clearer still if possible, 
than eyer. Besides exhorting her com- 
xnunity, and consoling to the best of her 
ability her daughter and her only remain- 
ing brother, she dictated a long letter to 
Madame de Maintenon, entreating her 
to take care that the king*s charitîes, 
of which she herself had hitherto been 
the principal dispenser, should after her 
death be continaed to the poor. Dread- 
ing the conséquence of ail this fatigae, 
her confesser feigned to be astonished and 
exclaimed: ''How, Madame! is it possi- 
ble you can think jnst now of anything 
but God?" **Yes, mon Perè," she 
answered, promptly, " when it is for 
God !'* 

She spoke to him afterwards long and 
earnestly of the sins and omissions of her 

Ïast life ; but when he tried to CQn&ol^ 
et by saying someVXimç, ^i ^^ ^^S^r^ 



ticb it had beeu ao entirely ab- 

i cbeclted Lim at once by aek- 

y — " How lie could venturo 

1 laDguugo to s, ainner ?" TLen, 

1 deBÙe, she made her profee- 

'i aloud, rcnowiug at tbe eamo 

baptismal vows. Slio Lad 

f doue so cre sbe fell into such a 

biiigy, tlmt for ono moment her 

i?d shawttB (JeacL Ile tried 

tiy fiiijiiij:! — " Madame, tou 

but you bave 

3 WLtll Jt?" 
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like a tmmpet call from ber death-like 
fitupor. 

" Love Him ! Yes, I do love Him," 
sLe cried» vehemently, when some one 
with crael kiudness tried to excito ber 
to sensibility by snggosting tbat sbo uo 
loDger ibougbfc of Him, or loved Him. 

Tbere seemed sacb a sirango vitality 
in ail tbis, tbat ber friends, uuable even 
yet to reuounce tbe bope of saviug ber, 
oontinued in tbat bope to tortare ber to 
tbe end. 

BJisters were again proposed and tried. 
Sbe made no résistance, merely saying to 
ber daughter, ** Tbey will not cure me, 
for tbe bour is corne !*' Her confesser 
asked ber if sbe still felt pain. '^ Yes/* 
sbe said, '' for my inûdelities to 3od ! 
nevertbeless He is my Fatber, most 
tender and most trae, and I confide en- 
tirely in His mercy !" ** Do not weep, my 
cbild/' sbe afterwards wbispered to ber 
daughter, wben tbe latter, feeling at 
]ast tbat tbe bour bad come, knelt 
down for a parting bénédiction : '' Do 
not weep ; but tbank God on tbe con- 
trary for ail His metç,\ô%^ ^^5^^ \ssj\<st 
forget tbat to lo\ô B.\m m \ifiàA\&fo>\^ ^s» 



sach langaage ui ».._ 
; own désire, she made her proi«»> 
>f faith aloud, renewiug at the same 
her baptismal yows. She had 
ely done so ère she fell into sach a 
y lethargy, that for one momenfc her 
essor fancied shewas dead. He tried 
ouse her by saying — ** Madame^ you 
e hardly any puise left, but you hâve 
1 a hearty what will you do with it ?*' 
. will love Ood with it/' she exclaimed, 
îh a sudden energy, which in her en 
3bled state seemed almost supernatura) 
Aud in what disposition do you wish t 
3 to Him ?" he asked, still further tryir 
*' In the exercise of that very love 
-^"inoras succinctly, a 



^ 
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like a trumpet call from lier dea.i 

Btupor. ^ 

•*Love Him! Yes, I «iv love 
sbe cried, veliemenlly, wLai ?'•. 
witli cruel kiiidiiess tric-l to e:c!: 
to sensibility by en<rcr';stii.û' im* >^ 
longer tbougbt of Him, or iuv«: i il . 
Tbere seemed sacb a strui.j- * 
in ail tbis, tbat ber friêni». u::i. . 
yet to reuounce tbe bope of >iv.., 
continned in tbat bope to tor:;:rc 
^ the end. 

Blistera were again propog»;d an 1 

Slie miiAe uo résistance, mcrciy -;l 

ber dangbter, " ïbey wiii l..: iî-i 

for tbe bour is corne!" Hci* c , 

asked ber if sbe stilJ fcit f;i:-. 

'. sbe said, "for my intiJc»:ties M 

^'Z nevertlieless He is mv l-'jiiL.rr 

'- » tender and most true, and I o.:.:: 

tirely in His mercy !" ** Do 1.0- "x 
child," sbe afterwards wLispér.:«i 
o daugliter, wben the ktter, i-:^'^ 

xr last tbat the hoor bad ccme^ 

down for a parting benedloti'jri 
:^ not weep; bot thank G«>\ oxi \. 

trary for ail His meidfeft, ^^ 
forgei tbat to Ioyù Him in \ii\A V 
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xLis KiDgdomy be sure that I 
you, that you may do so well 

Bodily pain increasing visi 
fessor tried to console her b 
her that the greatest sufferin^ 
are as nothing compare<l to tl 
of the joy with wbich God wiL 
ihem in the next. 

"Yesîyesl I know it al 
cried, with a véhémence, wL 
ail who heard her. 

**Say, you believe ît!** 
amended gently, '' hereaftei 
know ît !*' 

She bowed her head in t 

quiescence, closed her eyes 
, Il -- . - 
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